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A Tale of Two Spiders

From my office desk I can
look out the window which is
nice to do once and a while,
but for those of you who know
me, I can become easily dis-
tracted. Recently, I looked out
my office window and noticed
two spiders. Now I have never
been a fan of spiders, in fact, |
have arachnophobia (fear of
spiders); but since these little
guys are outside my window, I
realize they cannot get to me,
so I watch them on occasion.

There is an interesting dif-
ference between these two
guys; the first resides between
the window and storm window.
How he managed to get inside
the two I have no idea, but
there he lives and he spins his
webs between the two win-
dows hoping against all hope
to catch some food. Patiently
he waits with his legs braced
against his web waiting for any
sign of vibration to alert him
that he has trapped prey in his
web. Patiently he waits...and
waits... but few bugs, if any,
enter between the windows. 1
fear that if he does not soon
find his way out, I will be
forced to look at a deceased
spider trapped in between my
windows.

The other spider resides in a
tall flower plant in the flower bed
outside of the office. The large
bent over leaves provide plenty of
anchor points for him to spin his
web and diligently he goes about
his work of spinning back and
forth in hopes of catching food.
Unlike his counterpart in the win-
dow, this little spider is often
times blown off course by the
breeze that blows. He is exposed
to the sun, rain, predators and even
an occasional falling pine cone
(which to him must look like a
giant meteor!).

As I watched these two fellows
outside my window I thought to
myself, “Which one is more likely
to catch food?” Or, to put it an-
other way, “Which one is most
likely to achieve the goal that he
set out to accomplish?” Both of
them have the same goal. Both
are patient. Both were given the
same God-given abilities to spin
webs and capture insects. But one
has a greater chance for success
than the other. The one that has
the greatest chance for success
also has the greatest chance to be
harmed or possibly even crushed
under the weight of a mighty pine
cone.

The biggest difference between
these two spiders comes down to

one word...................... risk.

At this point some of you
may be wondering what I am
doing watching spiders. But did
you know that in God’s Word
He tells us to consider the crea-
tion around us, to learn from it
(see Proverbs 6:6-11). There is
much we can learn from the
world God created. Spiders are
patient creatures, creepy, but
very patient. They, like the ants,
are also diligent and hard-
working. But one of my spider
friends has chosen a safe haven,
a place to reside that insulates
him from danger and possible
harm or hardship.

Unfortunately, many Chris-
tians are just like the spider who
resides in between the windows
of my office. They have God-
given abilities. They may even
be hard-working and diligent.
Many are even well intentioned
and have a goal in mind to
achieve. But they live with the
mistaken notion that somehow
God wants to keep them from
hardship and heartbreak. They
do not want to be “exposed” to
the risk of suffering. So they
work hard to keep themselves
“safe” hoping against all hope
that somehow God will use them
without testing them.

(continued on page 4)
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"The goal of a person's life is not to be a healthy individual; the goal is
to be a person living in community with other people who are living in commu-
nity with God." Do you agree with this statement? If you do, you have a
unique challenge as an American. At times our American mentality can push us
towards being strong, self - sufficient individuals rather than people who de-
pend on each other and God for strength. The idea of a strong, self -
sufficient individual is a popular theme in our culture that finds its way
into a lot of our entertainment. Take Batman or Superman for instance
individuals who didn't need a whole lot of help to do their jobs. Ever see
Superman headed off to a small group on Sunday night? Of course not! And yet
our culture idealizes these characters and others like them. That's why being part of church con-
sistently is so important in the lives of teens. It teaches them that they can get their strength
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Special Dates

Sept. 13
6-8:30
Mini-golf
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and from other each other rather than buying into the myth of self
keep our teens in community with God and each other at church

- sufficiency. So lets

- that's going to help them be

Encouragement for the New Year

It’s that time of year
again. Time to break out
the ol” lunch box and
book bag. Time to make
sure the markers are still
markin’ and the high-
lighters are still high-
lightin’. It’s time to go
back to school!! Yes, the
school year has arrived
yet again and if your chil-
dren are anything like I
was when [ was younger
they are anxiously await-
ing for that yellow bus to
pull up to the house and
take them off to the new
worlds that school will
introduce them to. How-

ever, if your children are
anything like me they
may also have a tendency
to start fast but slow down
quickly. After a great
summer away from the

N

books and learning it can
be difficult to get back
into the swing of things
and start up school again.
Trying to remember all
the things they are sup-
posed to remember and do
the things they are sup-

posed to do can quickly
become distracting and
difficult. Encourage your
children as they start off
school this year. Remem-
ber to not just pray for
them but let them know
you’re praying for them
as that can be such an en-
couragement to someone
who may be having a dif-
ficult time. Take the
words of Hebrews 12:1 to
heart when it tells us to
run with endurance the
race set before us. Let’s
start off our children on
the right foot this year!!

Upcoming Even(s

October Events

September Events

Nov. & Dec. Events

Sept. 9 & 10 fi Ladies Bible Studies Begin
Sept. 12 /i Revolution Service @ 6:30
Sept. 13 fi Youth Mini -golf 6 -8:30
Chal k

Oct. 3rd i Bridge Bust

Oct. 4th i Connections Class @ 6:00
@ the church

Sept. 26 i Wo me n 6 s Tal ks Oct3istiiFalFest

Luncheon @ 10:00

Nov. 25th i Thanksgiving Svce 7:00

Nov. 28th fi Decorate Church for
Christmas @ 10:00

Dec. 4th fi Christmas Dinner @ 6:15
Dec. 20th fi Christmas Candlelight

Service 6:00
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Join us on the Bridge

L)

Bridge Busd Saturday, Oct.3rd48

Help needed with Setup/Tear Down, Face
Painting, Sandart and Concession stand.

Donations are also being accepted for the fol{
lowing: 12 oz Coke can products, Round Na-
cho Tortilla chips, Hot Dogs & Buns, and
Baked Goods

Non-baked items can be dropped off in the
church kitchen.

Relax, Rejuvenate, Rejoice

Ladies Retreat
When: April 23-25, 2010

Where: Black Rock
Retreat Quarryville

Why: To Relax, Rejuvenate,
and Rejoice

Who: Ladies of Crossings,

their (female)

relatives and friends

Are You A Bad Girl Or A Good Girl?

Perhaps there have been seasons in your life when there were “Uh—
ohs”. No need to talk about it, but you might find it enlightening to
understand how even in the lives of women in the Bible there was

much need for God’s grace and mercy.

On Wednesday morning, Sept. 9", 9:30AM, and Thursday evening,

Women
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By Paula Rohrer

Sept. 10, 6:30PM, right here at Crossings Community Church we
will begin our fall series to delve into a study of women from Eve to the nameless, sinful woman in
Luke. Liz Curtis Higgs, with humor and compassion, brings these women to life and leads us to greater

understanding in her book, Bad Girls of the Bible.

All women are invited to join in study, support, and prayer for one another. If you have questions, please

call Paula (@ 285-3455.

Small Group Feature

Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Commu-
nity Church? Perhaps you are looking for a group to discuss the Bible in a small
setting? Just recently the Sunday evening small group led by Gary Glass began a

study entitled “James”.

This group meets every other Sunday evening @ 4:00.

For meeting location or for more information, contact Gary Glass @ 342-2516.
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A Tale of Two Spiders (contdd from page 1)

|
| Hebrews 1_3:1 1-14 reads th@s way, The writer of Hebrews leaves side the city gate, are you willing to
I “For the bodies of those animals no doubt, the Christian life will not go?

| whose blood the high priest brings be an easy one, in fact it was not

into the sanctuary as an offering for  intended to be. Jesus bore abuse, My spider friend is still there. In
| sin are burned outside the camp. scoffing and shame for our sake the same spot, waiting....safe....

I Therefore, to sanctify the people by hisand he calls His followers to do the hungry...motionless. He will never
I own blood, Jesus also suffered outsidesame for Him. Inside the city gate accomplish his goals unless he gets

the camp_We must go to him then, there is safety, provision, comfort, outside where there is some danger.
| outside the camp, bearing the abuse case--—-we need to get outside the I’d love to help the poor fella ....but
| he experiencedFor here we have no city gate where there is uncertainty, .... ’m afraid of spiders!
I lasting city, but we seek the city that is danger and risk--- but also tremen-
: to come. 0 (NET) dous reward. Lost people are out-
|
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Mi ssi onbd6bs Moment

The past few newsletters we have focused our Mission’s article on overseas missions; this month I

: would like to draw your attention to a local mission/outreach that is sponsored by our church family. It

: is called Good News Clubs (GNC). As a church, Crossings has “adopted” the Taylor Elementary

: : School here in Columbia. By adopting the school we as a church are committed to praying regularly
for Taylor and the students and teachers who attend there. We also support the Good News Clubs

: = which cost $1000.00 per year. This money is given to Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF) who in turn

: pr0V1des us with all the training, support, and materials necessary to hold GNC throughout the year.

: The materials allow us to teach a curriculum of Bible stories to the children, provide each child with

: Wonderbook devotionals for them to do on a daily basis, teach missions stories to the children and also

: has songs to sing and verses for them to memorize. CEF also provides us with copies of the Bible to

: give to any child who may not have a Bible. We received word recently that the School Board has per-

: mitted us to have GNC once again this year. Please be in prayer for this unique outreach to the school

: and ask the Lord how He might use you to help us reach the students of Taylor Elementary School.

To quote the |mmortal words of You say you want a Revolutlon’) Right now, there exists that
GKS . SrHiftSaz a, 2dz al €b3 ke Mudse U | spark within Crossings to revolu-
revolution, well you know we all tionize the city of Columbia with
gl yid (G2 OKIFy3aS (KS | y A yfh@ gospel of Christ. We cannot be sure
September 12 at 6:30pm, a Revolution what the future holds for Revolution but
0SIAYyAa AY [ 2fdzYo Al Xl > A f fwe doknow that if that spark is not fed,
2yS (KHG Aa 32Ay3 EV@LUMON " & 2 NHerRibtoo will fizzle out and die. As a
or will it?? church, we have been called to this city
2F [/ 2t dzYoAl G2 YAyAadst
As you turn through the pages of  revolutions of the mind and body and emotional and spiritual needs as a body
history, revolutions have occurred sinceven revolutions within the church. Re-of believers.
the beginning of time. Some were revogardless of what these revolutions were
lutions for good, some for bad. Some about, they all had one thing in com- LiQa y20 Syz2dzaK (2 aai’
revolutions started many years ago andnon and that is that they were started g I y i | NB @2t dziA2y vé¢ 2 S
continue to this day while others grew with a tiny spark in people who believedhust trust and rely on God to provide.
quickly and then fizzled out. There wersomething passionately and decided toRevolution exists for the purpose of
political and social revolutions, eco-  act upon it. igniting the city with a passion for
nomic and industrial revolutions, /| KNRAGXgAfE @2dz KSf LI F¢




