Our purpose is to be a
Biblical community of

Godods

serva

all the world reaching the

unbelieving, the

unchurched, and the un-

connected and nurturing
each other to become re-
producing Christ

followers.
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The Scream
“The Scream” is a paint-
ing done by Edvard
Munch in 1893. The
painting depicts a dis-
torted figure with its
hands pressed against ei-
ther side of the noticeably
curved face with an open
mouth expressing agony
and deep anxiety---a sort
of “silent scream” if you
will. Munch himself con-
cedes that the painting
was done as a reflection
of his own soul and states
that before doing the
work of art he had “...
given up hope of ever
loving again.”

I wonder how many peo-
ple in churches today feel
exactly like that distorted,
ghostlike figure painted in
Munch’s artwork. In an
effort to conceal their
pain, they come into
church with an outward
look of calmness, peace
and tranquility...... but
inside, they are a cauldron
of hopelessness and de-
spair, just longing for

someone to hear their silent
cries for help....but help
does not come. Once de-
spair and feelings of hope-
lessness have had their way
in the person’s life they fi-
nally give up on the church
feeling that somehow the
church does not love them;
or worse, that God has de-
serted them.

Paul writes to the churches
of Galatia, fiBrothers, if

someone is caught in a sin,

you who are spiritual
should restore him gently.
But watch yourself, or you

also may be tempted. Carry

each otheros
this way you will fulfill the
| aw of
NIV)

The word “restore” implies
that something has been
damaged. Sin damages peo-
ple lives. It can damage us
emotionally, physically and
always spiritually. Sin
causes isolation, shame,
guilt, anger, fear, self-
contempt and traumatizes

(Gah. 6:1-25 t

individuals. I know a man
who is in the “restoration”
business. He goes into
houses that have been dam-
aged by flooding or fire
and restores them back to
their original state. Resto-
ration takes a lot of work
and is often a dirty job; but
to the person who perse-
veres at restoring some-
thing (or someone) the fin-
ished product is rewarding.

The church needs to be a
place of restoration. A
place where the children of
God are tuned in to the si-
lent screams of fellow be-
thiewers dné those wle ard
lost. Paul instructs those
wlib are “spiritual” or
“spiritually mature” ---[1i.e.
those who are walking with
the Spirit and are showing
the fruit of the Spirit in
their lives] --- to be the
ones who help those who
are struggling with sin.
They are to be about the
work of restoring those
who have been damaged by
sin.

(continued on page 4)
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What about doubt? This is the question we are exploring in youth group right now through the Old Testament
book of Habakkuk. In the book of Habakkuk, God's wisdom is questioned by a faithful Israelite named Habak-
kuk. Habbakuk is a prophet and his complaint is that evil seems to be triumphing everywhere, even among
God's own people. Habbakuk begins his complaint to God by asking, "How long shall I cry for help and you
will not hear?" Ever hear that complaint echoed in your life? " How long will my teen struggle, O Lord?" or "
How long will our family struggle financially, O Lord?" If you have asked these questions, then you know that
God doesn't always give easy answers. In the book of Habakkuk we find out that rather than being concerned
that we have all the answers, God is concerned that we have faith. Habakkuk shows us that when we work
through the struggle of doubt we don't always get the answers we want. But there is a deeper and more mean-
ingful faith on the other side of our struggle. If you're doubting I want to encourage you to press on in seeking
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By Steve Musser

October Events
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What 6s

My favorite superhero has
always been Superman. It
amazes me how he can act
the part of Clark Kent so
well and no one knows he’s
the man of steel simply be-
cause he wears glasses and a
tie. When he dodges into a
telephone booth or into the
back of a cab as Clark Kent
and then dashes out the other
side as Superman, I feel this
tinge of excitement because
I know he’s about to go head
-to-head with the various
ne’er-do-wells of Metropo-
lis. I never understand why
all those bumbling morons
even attempt to commit

the Lord and to allow Him to shape your life and faith as you go.

crimes there but they do.
Sometimes, they get the up-
per hand on Superman by
slipping a piece of Krypton-
ite somewhere inconspicu-
ous and then watching him
wither away. The kryptonite
weakens his abilities and
reduces him to something
less than super until the bad-
dies are left standing around
poking fun at him.

Dads this one’s for you...did
you know that your children
think you’re something
greater than Superman?
Even though you may not
have a cape and suit, you

November Events

Your

wear a bigger “S” on your
chest than the man of steel
could ever hope for. What is
your kryptonite? Is it anger
and frustration? Pride and
complacency? What is it that
strikes you down and makes
you something less than
super? Superman does his
best to avoid kryptonite so
that he can be on his A-game
at all times. Steer clear of
kryptonite in your life so
that even when your children
are older, they still think you
can leap tall buildings in a
single bound.

Upcoming Even(s

December Events
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Kryptonit

Oct. 3 A Bridge Bust Nov. 1 i Membership Classes 2 -7:30 Dec. 4 i Christmas Dinner @ 6:15
Oct. 4 i Connections Class @ 6:00 Nov.6AWomends Movie Ni Pdctl7iWomends Chri st mas
Oct.17fiWomends Hi ke @ 9 N8O7AiMends Pr-fasy@ 8:00B @ 7:00
Oct. 31 fi Fall Fest 2:00 -6:00 Nov.14fiWomendés Hike @ Pec 2P fi Christmas F:andlelight Ser-
Nov. 21 i Community Clean -up @ 11-3 vice 6:00

Nov. 25 fi Thanksgiving Svce 7:00
Nov. 28 i Decorate Church @ 10:00
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Testing 1...2...3...

The elders have recently approved the pur
chase of a new sound system. This system
cost approx. $10,000. Over the next few

months we will be raising these funds to ret

plenish our capital fund to pay for this much
needed expenditure. If you would like to giy
to the sound system, please make a note @
your giving envel op¢

Relax, Rejuvenate, Rejoice

Ladies Retreat
. Registration begins in the church foyer on
willSunday, October 4th for the ladies retreat. A
deposit of $50.00 is required at time of sign-
up. Space is limited so early registration is
encouraged.

e

n .
. When: April 23-25, 2010, .
> wi t h tenhepnwor%l ocapit

Where: Black Rock Retreat—Quarryville

Cost: $145.00

KIND WORDS

We have all heard that a kind word turns

(Proverbs 15:1), but how often do we consciously use our
words to bring comfort and encouragement to others?
Whether we are talking to family members or to our
friends and acquaintances, our words can sometimes be

Women

S o

A By Paula Rohrer

away wrath

critical and hurtful. When others upset us, even uninten-

tionally, it is often a tug-of-war with Ego, o

ur ego. We consider how they are making

“Me” feel rather than asking what is really going on. If a child is acting out, do we stop

long enough to look at the whole picture be
spouse 1s being argumentative without provoc

fore lashing out with angry words? If my
ation, do I quickly take it personally and use

words to fuel the tension, or could I use kind words to help ascertain that perhaps the real
issue isn’t really about me? LOVE uses words for encouragement and support. Proverbs

12:18 says, “Reckless words pierce like a sw

ord, but the tongue of the wise brings heal-

ing.” T urge all of us to consider if our words are kind, showing Christ’s love in us.

Small Group Feature

Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Commu-

nity Church? Perhaps you are looki

ng for a group to discuss the Bible in a small

setting? Beginning in October the Friday small group led by Dave Fitzgibbons

will begin a study entitled “James”.

This group meets every other Friday eve-

ning @ 6:30 @ Kevin and Margie Ney’s home in Mountville. For more informa-
tion contact Dave Fitzgibbons @ 368-9988.
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The Scream

Restoring someone requires that

we help them see their need for
help. Someone who really

wants help will eventually come

to the point where they ac-
knowledge their need for help.
If this step does not take place
the hope of restoring that indi-
vidual is slim at best. The
church must foster an environ-
ment where people can feel free
to turn their silent scream for
help into an audible one. If

people feel as though the church

will only heap more condemna-
tion and shame upon them they
will most likely muftle their cry
for help.

Secondly, the church must have

a proper view of sin and sinners.
God sent His Son into the world
to die for sinners---God hates all

sin. The old adage, “Love the
sinner, hate the sin” is a true
one. This can be difficult. Ad-
mit it----there are certain sins
that we hate more than others.
When someone is committing a

particular sin that we despise----

I have lots of things in my house
that need finishing. I’'m the king of
unfinished projects. I ripped the car-
pet out of the hallway about eight
months ago to finish the hardwood
floors, not done yet. I started build-
ing a model railroad diorama over a
year ago, not done yet. My parents
bought me a model submarine for
Christmas two years ago that still
isn’t painted. My tiny, city backyard
has been in the process of being
“landscaped” for three years now

and it’s not done yet either. Do I take

on too many projects at a time?
Maybe. Do I get a vision for what

(contod

from page 1)

thinking that we would never
do something like that---- it
is hard to truly love that per-
son while at the same time
confronting their lifestyle.
Yet, this is what we are
called to do as followers of
Jesus. Jesus said to the
woman caught in adultery, “I
do not condemn you either.
Go. From now on sin no
more (John 8:11; NASB).”
Jesus loved the woman, but
hated the adultery. Jesus
called her to leave her life-
style of sin, while at the same
time affirming His concern
for her as an individual.

Finally, the church must be a
place that helps people to
grow and mature. When
someone cries for help we
must be prepared to invest
the time necessary to allow
change to occur. People do
not change overnight----it
takes time. We need to assist
the individual to become
strong in their battle against

Unfinished Projects

by Steve Musser

something could be and then realize
that it may be more than I can really
handle? Perhaps. Whatever the
cause, I know I have a lot of work to
do on many different things and it
isn’t getting done any faster on it’s
own.

sin and temptation. We must
help them understand that
God gives them the strength
to become victors in this life
and will give them the
strength to do what it is that
He is asking them to do,
whether that is to forgive
someone or to make restitu-
tion for wrongs committed.

Henry David Thoreau once
said that “We live lives of
quiet desperation.” Unfortu-
nately, he was correct. Many
do live in a state of quiet des-
peration; silently screaming
inside for help, waiting for a
hand to reach out and offer a
lifeline. Will you be the one
to help someone? God desires
to use His people to bring the
healing power of the gospel to
a hurting world. After all,
God is the one who sees be-
low the surface of our lives
and into our hearts. He alone
hears every silent scream.

As I read over Scripture, I’'m en-
couraged by Paul’s words in Philip-
pians 1:6 that tell me whatever God
starts, He finishes. He doesn’t be-
come discouraged, He doesn’t get
overwhelmed and He doesn’t run
into budget issues. He starts a work
and finishes it. Not only that, but the
work He does is called “good.” It’s
encouraging to know that the work
He is doing in my life is something
He will continue to do until I meet
Him face to face in glory. Should I
fear? No. Should I worry? No.
Should I give up? No. Why? Be-
cause He hasn’t given up on me.
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