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connected and nurturing
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producing Christ

followers.
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A Word f

Are you living in a
paneled house?

Now this is what the LORD
Al mighty
thought to your ways. You
have planted much, but have
harvested little. You eat, but

says,

the armies of the Assyrians. No.
This was a silent but very real
enemy that threatened them. It
wasithGdnemy of sel@shnessfand |
misplaced priorities.

Somewhere between the joy of

never have enough. You drink,being allowed to return to the

but never have your fill. You
put on clothes, but are not

Promised Land and the command
to rebuild the Temple the people

warm. You earn wages only toof God got distracted. They
put them in a purse with holes quickly became consumed with

in it.o

In the year 520 BC, the na-
tion of Israel was confronted
with a problem that is as preva-
lent today as it was back then.
Israel was allowed to return to
their home country after spend-
ing decades in captivity. One
of the chief goals upon return-
ing home to Jerusalem was the
rebuilding of the Temple. Ene-
mies had destroyed and ran-
sacked the Temple leaving the
Jews no centralized place of
worship once they were al-
lowed to return to Jerusalem.
So rebuilding the Temple was
a top priority in the minds of
the leaders.

But something happened.
Something sinister overtook
the people. It was not some-
thing they could see, or hear or
even touch with their hands. It
was not the horses and chariots
of the Babylonian Empire nor

-6 Ha g thea own sklf-iterests and ig-

nored the priorities of God and
keeping His commands. Rather
than rebuild the Temple, they built
themselves paneled houses (Then
the word of the LORD came
through the

living in your paneled houses,
while this house remains a
ruin?0d Haggai 1:34). In other
words, they prioritized their needs
over the worship of God.

God delivered sobering news to
His people. First, He calls them to
carefully consider what they are
doing. They were headed in the
wrong direction which is precisely
why God had allowed them to be
taken captive in the first place.
Not long after their release from
captivity they were once again
ignoring God'’ s
doing things their own way. Next,
God calls them to look at the emp-
tiness in what they are doing.
They plant much, but have little to

show for it; they consume, but
are never satisfied, not to men-
tion that they are not wise with
their earnings---they disappear as
if there were holes in their
purses. God goes on to reiterate
His command to the people to
get busy doing the thing that will
honor Him most----rebuild the
Temple!

Unfortunately, there are many
people in the Church today who
are falling prey to the same en-
emy as the people of Israel did
over 2500 years ago. We have
allowed the pollution of materi-
alism to choke out our worship

pr opdféod. Mdmy bpg detome Al s
it a time for you yourselves to be

more interested in self-
preservation and creature com-
forts than honoring the One who
alone can sustain us in good and
hard times.

As followers of Jesus we have
been freed from the captivity and
bondage of sin. New believers
who come to the Lord in faith
often experience tremendous joy
at knowing their sins have been
forgiven. The old adage that,
“No one is
the table than the one who best
remembers

seems these new converts have a
zeal that nothing can squelch.

(continued on page 4)
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by Zach Walden
When the youth group went to Creation this past summer, we were presented with an op- Special Dates
: portunity to partner with an organization called Compassion. Compassion is an organiza- Nov. 15th
: tion that works in four main areas throughout the world- Africa, South America, Central Bonfire
: America, and Asia. Sponsoring children in need is the core of Compassion's mission. (Bring a chair and
: Through sponsorship they provide for the spiritual, physical, economic, and social needs a friend)

of needy children. Our youth group is joining them in their mission by sponsoring a
young girl for 38 dollars a month. I'm proud of our youth ministry that we can take on this

: challenge and help change a child's life forever. Our students are each going to have to Dec. 12th—
: give $4 a month to make this happen. Many of them don't have jobs, so keep your eyes Children/Y outh
: open for some fundraising we will be doing soon. If you are interested in knowing more Activity

: about Compassion you can check them out at www.compassion.com

*
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*
*

The Harvest Table (&% Time for the Coats
g PEA =5
~.’§°E'§L During the month of No- . Fall has brought with it
vember we will be collect- cooler temperatures, which means time to dig out
ing non-perishable items which will be given the coats. We have moved a small coat rack to the
to the food bank here in Columbia. The Co- upstairs foyer. Please keep this available for visi-
lumbia food bank serves the people in the tors and for those unable to use the stairs. There are
community who are in need of food. If you 2 coat racks downstairs along with areas for the
have any questions, please contact Pastor Bill children to hang their coats. Thank you for your
@ 572-5488. consideration in this matter.

Upcoming Even(s

November Events December Events January Events
Nov. 1 i Membership Classes 2 -7:30 Dec. 4 i Christmas Dinner @ 6:15 Jan. 15 fi Ladies Game Night
Nov.6AWomend&s Movie Ni gbacl2f Children/Youth Activity
Nov.7fi Men ds Pr-fasy@ 8:00B Dec. 13 fi H.I.S. Story Concert @ 5:00
Nov. 14 Womends Hi ke @ ®ec0f Christmas Candlelight Service
6:00

Nov. 25 i Thanksgiving Svce 7:00

Nov. 28 fi Decorate Church @ 10:00 Dec. 31 fi New Years Eve Party 7 -
midnight


http://www.compassion.com

Personal Worship

ﬁ ﬁ/‘ by Brad Rhine

§ What's your personal worship life like? Not necessarily the big Sunday morning (or for some of us
now, Saturday night) worship service, but the personal, intimate worship time we should each be experi-
encing.
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I was bad at this for a really long time. I thought Sunday morning was enough. Sure, I prayed and read

the Word, but | didn’'t spend any time really worshipping

About five or six years ago, I decided to change that. So I looked at my life and my schedule and I tried to figure out how
to rearrange things to make worship a higher priority. At the time, my commute to work was about thirty minutes, and I
was spending the time listening to music or audio books. I resolved that the commute would be dedicated to worship. My
morning playlist became a set of about fifty worship songs in random order.

Il " m pl eased

0 say that my morni commute, although

t ng
found that if you start the day by focusing on the Lord

power over you.
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I Friendship, Friendship . . .

l“Friendship, Friendship, just the p

| song? According to R. C. Sproul, the reason folks attend church, other than for wor- Ome n
ship, is for the fellowship they receive there. He states that worship should be an

! : th
event where people are brought into Ofe

I late to other people in the context of the church. From that aspect, we benefit greatly Or

when we come together for, fellowship, prayer, study, and simply being together in

A

| the Lord. w By Paula Rohrer

1
|
|
|
|
|
I The WOW Ministry Team is excited to share our new ideas with you at the |
Nov.6™ Movie Night. We hope you too catch the spirit of excitement that we, as women of the church, can look forward I
to. Ours can be an incredible ministry of service AND we can have fantastic amounts of fun together as we learn to know and I
care deeply about each other.
|
|
|
|
|
!

EVERY WOMAN IS IMPORTANT TO THIS MINISTRY!!
Please call Paula @ 285-3455 with any questions or if you need transportation for events.

RC.Sprou,Now That's A Good Question!

|
I
|
I
|
|
|
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Testing 1...2..3. . Relax, Rejuvenate, Rejoice

The elders have recently approved Ladies Retreat
the purchase of a new sound system. Registration continues in the church foyer for
This system will cost approx. the ladies retreat. A deposit of $50.00 is re-
$10,000. Over the next few months quired at time of sign-up. Space is limited so
we will be raising these funds to re- early registration is encouraged.
plenish our capital fund to pay for
this much needed expenditure. If
you would like to give to the sound system,

please make a note on your giving envelope )
with the word odcapi't AVihege: Black Rock Retreat—Quarryville

When: April 23-25, 2010

Cost: $145.00

now

a


callto:+1285-3455
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| Are you Living in a paneled house? (contdd from plage 1)

I But sadly, over the years many forget haps it is time for you to look at il am the LORD; II hat i

| the chains that once held them captive what/who is getting the top priority I will not give my glqry to another _

| and the cares of this world dampen the in your life. Is your schedule too or my praise to i dol s.
fire that once burned bright for God. full to allow time to serve God in

| They become comfortable living in ministry? Are you too burdened I

| paneled houses forgetting that they down with debts that you feel you It is time for alll of

| Wereonce homeless and spiritually cannot give God tithes and offer- careful thought tJo our
orphaned. ings? Is there no time to pray and

| study Goe-dbutsimewor d I

|  Whatabout you? Is the fire of God  watch your favorite show on TV? |

| still burning bright in your life? Per- |
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Il " ve recently | o MiistrgvsiThetMountaih e his motives and wonder about His inten-
cost involved for climbing Mount Ever- by Steve Musser tions, all the while asking ourselves,
est . I t -68,00Gtdreadh the $ 4 0 = “why would God have me

summit. However, th
the cost to acquire the licenses and fees
to just get into Nepal, as well as the air-
fare to travel there. This cost also does-

u d ithing when there are others more quali-
fied?” God calls wus t
patient in these times. He wants us to
wait and learn to trust Him for provision.

n’t include the tho | a rltds no wonder that God told Habakkuk
you’'ll spend in specialized equi pmdgrtat his “vision was f
and food you’ Il need Sometinsey minisirycad seemBadime. ” |t was i n God'’'s

cally, this cost covers the team of about  like an Everest. Really expensive, time  So while climbing Everest may seem
20030 Sherpa’s and c¢omuning aldtof @aeninginvdlveda t like a fruitless undertaking and ministry

will take you to the different camps many peopl e..and n @aygeengeve@nioite & et tinke, cors U C -
along the ascent in the hopes of reaching cess. So why do we put ourselves tinue to persevere. Continue to trust and
the summit. Ev e n thivelnthe rinigeh vehén & decsns anid  gremnainr faithful. Continue forward be-
antee you’ ||l ma k e thé ddds arelsticked againseus? Wall, | aduse @vdn though the clouds may block

planning and a lot of man power to puta because God has called us to. Sometimes the way right now, there is a summit
single individual on top of Mount Ever- we don’t wunder st amwdatngfdrystoféeld may have
est for only a few short moments. called us to do something. We question

Angel Tree

« This Christmas holiday we will be providing an oppor-

stunity for you to be an
I me: mugtf In Dgcagnb@r you will find an angel tree set up

e in the fellowship hall. This tree will have angels hang-

. ing on it for you to take. By taking an angel you are

< committing to purchase a special item (approx. $20) for

¢ this child in the community. This item will be given to

e the child by their parent(s) on Christmas. We hope to

« show our love to the community by sharing some of

< our resources that many families may not enjoy, and

< alleviate some of the financial stress that sometimes

¢ accompany the holidays. If this is something that you

o feel may interest you, please sign up on the sign up or

« contact Katie Musser @ or Cindy Hiestand @ 653-

. 6733.

“

ange
Yes, 1 tos that:

In the event of snow, Sunday
service cancellations will be
available on the radio at
FM 90.3 WJTL and FM 94.5
WDAC. They will also be avail-
able on their websites @
www.WGAL.com and

www.WJTL.com.




