
David has betrayed a close 

friend! 

 

     There are some important 

lessons we can learn about be-

trayal from David’s life. 

 

     First, betrayal affects more 

than just the one being be-

trayed.  David’s life would 

never be the same again.  The 

ramifications of his betrayal 

were felt not only by his children 

but also by the entire nation of 

Israel.  If David could have seen 

in advance the consequences of 

his decision to betray his friend 

Uriah by committing adultery 

with his wife Bathsheba he may 

have thought twice about it.  But 

that is the dastardly thing about 

sin----it only shows us the pleas-

ures, not the consequences. 

 

     Secondly, God is the aven-

ger of betrayal---nothing es-

capes the eye of God!  In the 

account involving David, Uriah 

and Bathsheba we have no rea-

son to believe that Uriah even 

knew that he was being betrayed 

by David.  Uriah simply acts in 

an honorable way towards his 

fellow comrades and his King.  

He pays with his life, perhaps 

unaware of the sinister deeds that 

were being done behind the 

scenes.  But God sees behind the 

curtain.  He knows what is  

 

                (continued on page 4) 

Betrayal 

Betrayal is a word that can 

send chills down a person’s 

spine.  Chances are that you 

have been betrayed at some 

point in your life, perhaps it 

was a boss, fellow employee a 

friend or even your spouse.  

Some betrayals we can get 

over in a relatively short time, 

but some stick with us for a 

lifetime.  The hurt lingers on 

like an open wound for years. 

 

     In 2 Samuel 23 we read of 

David’s “mighty men” and 

they were indeed just that---

mighty men.  The exploits that 

are listed for us in the Bible of 

what they did sounds like it 

came straight out of Holly-

wood.  Consider Benaiah who 

went “down into a pit on a 

snowy day and killed a lion (2 

Sam. 23:20)” … or how about 

Zeruiah who “raised his spear 

against three hundred men, 

whom he killed…”  These 

were guys who knew how to 

fight and the Bible tells us that 

they were close friends with 

David.   But the list doesn’t 

stop with Benaiah or Zeruiah, 

the Bible goes on to list the 

names of other men who were 

the “inner circle” of close 

friends of King David.  Often-

times we read lists of names in 

the Bible rather quickly, or 

worse---we just skip over the 

names thinking that it really 

isn’t that important.  But if we 

take the time to read carefully we 

find an interesting name listed in 

the catalogue of mighty men.  

Check out 2 Samuel 23:39.  Seems 

like a rather insignificant verse, 

“…and Uriah the Hittite.  There 

were thirty seven in all.”  That’s it.  

That’s the verse.  Insignificant?  

Let’s look at it again, but closer 

this time. 

 

     Uriah the Hittite, one of 

David’s mighty men was married 

to a woman named Bathsheba.  

Now that might be a name that 

rings a bell!  In 2 Samuel chapter 

eleven it tells us that while 

David’s army, including the 

mighty men, were out to battle 

David was busy lusting after 

Uriah’s wife Bathsheba.  In fact, 

David knew it was Uriah’s wife 

and sent for her anyway so that he 

could sleep with her.  Upon find-

ing out she was pregnant with his 

child, David calls Uriah back from 

battle and tries to entice him to 

sleep with Bathsheba so that Uriah 

will think that the child in Bath-

sheba’s womb was conceived by 

him, not David.  It was the ulti-

mate cover-up plan.  But it back-

fired!  When Uriah refuses to 

sleep with his wife because he did 

not want to betray his fellow com-

rades by enjoying the pleasures of 

intimacy while their lives were at 

risk, David has him sent to the 

front lines knowing that his friend 

Uriah would be killed there.   The 

plan is carried out.  Uriah is killed.  
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About 2 years ago I bought a home here in Columbia and immediately began to tear it 

apart. I ripped up the dark, smelly carpet and put some clean, bright flooring in. I 

scraped the old, ugly wallpaper off and slapped on some new plaster and paint. I also 

cleaned up the trinkets and toys half buried in the back yard and topped the renovations 

off with a flea treatment. However, my house is still a work in progress. Currently I need 

some drywall and paint in the kitchen and I need to put a lot of trim around the new 

floors. 

  

    Our lives are a lot like my house- unfinished, and in need of transformation. That is 

why this month in youth group we are focusing on God's purpose for us as a youth ministry. We, along with the 

church, want to be transformed by Christ into all that we are supposed to be. Please pray throughout this month 

that we can stay focused on Christ and be willing to be renovated and transformed as He sees fit.  

 

By Steve Musser 

Special Dates 

 

March 5-7 @  

Arrowhead 

Camp 

 

 

Volunteers Needed 

Small Group Feature 

 
Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Community Church?  

Perhaps you are looking for a group to discuss the Bible in a small setting?  Beginning on 

March 5th a new Friday small group led by Kevin Jackson will be starting.    This group 

meets every other Friday evening  @ 6:30 at Aaron & Alison Hollis’ home located in Lan-

caster.  For more information contact Kevin Jackson @ 625-1386. 

 

For other group location and times, check the Small Group board located in the church foyer 

 or contact Pastor Bill @ 572-5488. 

by Zach Walden 

    With the ever-increasing size of 

our children’s ministry, comes the 

need to expand the vision of what the 

ministry looks like. Currently, the 

nursery area has undergone an expan-

sion that affords us the opportunity to 

divide the children between those still 

in cribs and just beginning to crawl 

from those who are mobile and more 

independent.  With this expansion 

and division comes the opportunity to 

develop new ways of teaching them 

and starting them down the road to-

wards a relationship with God. 

 

    As part of this change, we would 

like to put together a small program 

that would give the older nursery 

children a structured time of learning 

and activity that would engage the 

body, soul and mind, by providing a 

small curriculum that teachers could 

use as a way of introducing the chil-

dren to biblical concepts. In order to 

do this, we will need to bring on more 

volunteers that would be willing to 

not only watch over the children but 

also invest time teaching them as 

well. 

 

    If you would be interested in vol-

unteering in the nursery or if you 

have any questions, please contact 

Steve Musser @ 725-3557. 
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April Events  

April 18th ñMembership Classes  

April 23 -24ñW.O.W. Retreat  

 

 

 

March Events  

March 5 -7ñYouth @ Arrowhead Camp  

March 7th ñConnections Class  

March 20th @ 10:00 ñLadies Beading 

Bonanza  

March 27th @ 8:00 ñMenõs Prayer 

Breakfast  

Snowed In 
by  Brad Rhine 

 

Phil.4:8…whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

 

Are your thoughts and meditations on the blessings in your life, or have you 

slipped into the mental habit of dwelling on the less than perfect aspects of 

your life?  We can be fixated on a shortage of funds, or be grateful our basic 

needs are met.  We can bemoan the trials inherent to aging such as illness and decry goals that will go unmet, or 

we can be thankful for our past years and good memories. 

 

Thoughts of praise and gratitude will enable us to practice beneficial self-talk, and help us to be mindful of influ-

ences such as TV, magazines, etc. which can be detrimental to how we see our lives. 

 

Above all, always set your thoughts on Christ, our Lord, and remember how much  He loves you. 

By Paula Rohrer 

THOUGHTS 

Have you ever had to rely absolutely on someone else?  It can be hard  

to do. 

 

I try to be reasonably self-sufficient.  I’m certainly not above asking for help, but I try to take care of things myself 

whenever I can.  That’s part of what made these recent snowstorms so frustrating for me. 

 

You see, I was stuck. 

 

There really was no way out on my own. 

 

I had access to an industrial strength snow blower, thanks to my neighbor.  And I own an array of snow shovels and 

150 pounds of salt.  But when my driveway drifted shut, three and four feet deep, I was stuck.  I had no choice but to 

wait for my kindly neighbor, Butch, to dig me out with his front end loader. 

 

But that feeling of helplessness was a good reminder of who I am in Christ.  I’m nothing without Him.  I’m power-

less without Him.  But I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.  May that be the attitude of our hearts 

when we approach His throne to worship Him. 

 

May Events  

May 2nd ñFellowship Luncheon  

May 15th ñLadies/Kids Event  

May 16th @ 6:30 p.m. ñJoint Prayer 

Meeting @ NewSong Lancaster  

May 21 -23ñYouth Camp -out  



 

happening in the privacy of our lives.  

He knows when we have been be-

trayed and he knows the pain we ex-

perience.  Although we may never 

witness it, God is the avenger of evil 

acts.  Uriah did not live long enough 

to see the pain that David would ex-

perience because of his foolishness.  

One thing is certain---God does not 

allow acts of betrayal to go unpun-

ished.  Amidst the pain and hurt of 

being betrayed we may think that God 

has forgotten about us or that He will 

just turn a blind eye away from our 

pain.  We must remember that God’s 

timing is not always our timing and 

God’s timing is always right! 

 

     Lastly, God empathizes with the 

hurt of betrayal.  God knows what it 

means to be betrayed.  In God’s per-

fect plan of salvation he sent His son 

Jesus to the earth as God incarnate to 

take on the sins of the world.  Jesus 

not only suffered the ridicule of the 

scoffers and the pain of being 

beaten and nailed to a cross;  He 

suffered the pain of being betrayed 

by one of His closest friends, Judas 

Iscariot.  Judas was one of the dis-

ciples who followed Jesus, heard 

His teachings, saw the miracles and 

had a seat around the Passover 

table.  Yet Judas would betray Je-

sus and not only that, but he would 

do it with a kiss!  

 

     What about you?  Have you 

ever been betrayed?  If so, you 

know firsthand the pain that be-

trayal can cause.  You know that 

trust is a fragile thing and once it is 

shattered it takes a long time, 

sometimes a lifetime, to rebuild.  

God knows your pain---He has felt 

it firsthand and He promises to be 

trustworthy and to never forsake 

you.  He will not allow betrayal to 

go unpunished. 

 

     Sometimes I wonder if Uriah will 

be in heaven?  What about Bathsheba

---will she be in heaven?  We know 

that David will be there.  He was 

considered a man after God’s own 

heart.  But if Uriah and Bathsheba are 

in heaven, what will that reunion be 

like?  Oddly enough, it will be a joy-

ful one.  Why?   In heaven we will 

know and fully experience the grace 

of God in our lives.  He (God) will 

wipe away every tear.  He will recon-

cile both the betrayer and the be-

trayed who have placed their faith in 

His Son Jesus.   He is not only the 

God who avenges, He is the God who 

can forgive and reconcile!  And that’s 

good news for all of us. 

   (contôd from page 1) 

 

       On any given Saturday morning, 

regardless of the time of year or the 

weather, you’ll find men and women of 

varying ages standing on the steps of the 

Lancaster City courthouse holding “anti-

war” signs. With slogans such as “Bring 

the Troops Home” and “Peace not War” 

it is obvious that they are not happy with 

the current state of affairs pertaining to 

the current War on Terror. For the long-

est time I would become angry at the 

protesters because I took it as a personal 

attack on my status as a veteran and 

American. In ignorance I would think to 

myself (and sometimes out loud) that 

these people don’t deserve to live in 

America because they were unpatriotic. 

Peaceably, they would just smile back at 

me as if they knew something I did not. 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

    As I search scripture though, I find  

myself wondering if there’s not truth in 

what they suggest. When I read “Blessed 

are the peacemakers…” and that I 

should forgive others abundantly beyond 

what they may even deserve (Mt.18:21-

22), I wonder if that peace and forgive-

ness extends to sign-holding protesters 

or even to bomb-wielding terrorists. 

Their signs don’t say “Down with Amer-

ica” or “I Support the Taliban,” they 

simply state that they would prefer peace 

over war…but do I? 

 

    There is no doubt that there exists 

conflict within this sin-tainted world;  

but as a Christian, am I seeking to bring 

about resolution through more conflict 

or through peaceable means? Do I seek 

to forgive, restore and reconcile or am I 

satisfied with being divided while I hate 

my enemies? 

 

    Rather than getting upset when I walk 

by the courthouse steps now, I prefer to 

stop and begin a dialogue with these 

“peacemakers” in an effort to better un-

derstand them, better understand myself 

and better understand the gospel mes-

sage of Christ. 

Blessed Are the Sign-Holders 
by Steve Musser 


