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What Happened at Obama’s position on issues and doctrinal teaching.
The Shep- 1 n hw of abortion and stem-cell Simply put...this is nothing
——— ~ InMay, something research have many leaders new.
intriguing happened at the  j, yhe Catholic Church (not
University of Notre Dame  , mention Evangelical lead- In the Catholic Church
that caused me to pause ers) outraged. tradition means everything.
Fip-Side 2 and think about the The Catholic Catechism
Youth Min. Catholic Church and its How could the leaders of  defines “Tradition” as “The
teachings, convictions one of the most prestigious word living continuously in
and traditions and how Catholic Universities in the the heart’s of the faithful”
ARROWS 2 tl}e‘y all fit together. Tra-  (ypited States allow a sitting “...written principally in
chid in. d1t1.onall.y, Notre Dame President who does not sup-  the Church’s heart rather
University (a Catholic . port legislation protecting than in documents or
school) nvites the Presi-  1man life to speak at their creeds.” Furthermore, the
Worship 3 dent of the United States  ypiversity??? This left some  Catholic Church affirms
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to its commencement to
deliver an address to the
graduating class and this

in the Catholic Church won-
dering---What about the
Church’s teachings and con-

that “If the Bible contra-
dicts God’s revelation
through Tradition, then the

e erd year was no exception. victions? Bible is to be laid aside
Upcoming 3 President Barack Obama and the Tradition upheld
events was invited to attend in Tradition wins...... once (Dictionary of the Papal

May to deliver the com- again. Bible).”

mencement address and

also receive an honorary I applaud those students What happened at Notre
The Shep- 4 Doctorate degree from the 1 refused to attend the Dame should not have
herdss Pen- University. President commencement because of taken anyone by surprise,
A Obama’s presence atthe  heir stance on the sanctity either within or outside the
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God

commencement was not
without controversy.
Some devout Catholics
objected to the Presi-
dent’s invite based on the
teaching of the Catholic
Church regarding the
sanctity of human life.

of life and allowed their con-
victions to guide their be-
havior. But they would do
well to sit up and take notice
that something profound
happened at the University
of Notre Dame in May---
tradition trumped conviction

Catholic Church. The Bi-
ble was laid aside, teaching
was laid aside and even
convictions were laid aside
---Tradition was upheld.

(continued on page 4)
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Why does our church have a youth ministry?
Here is a question for you to ponder: If the responsibility for raising children

and guiding students into a mature walk with God belongs to the parent(s) -- why create a
youth ministry? I will be exploring this question over the next 3 months in my articles.
First, I would like to affirm the biblical perspective on the spiritual development of

teens. There are many passages of scripture that inform us that it is the parent's job to

guide their children into a mature walk with Christ. Two passages in particular stand out
to me, they are Deut. 6:7-9 and Ephesians 6:1-4. In both of these passages parents are
urged to form the faith of their children. As a youth ministry we could never fulfill the
calling and command you as parents have been given in the Bible. I have a part-time job

working with kids who have behavioral difficulties. I have seen the limitations that a

youth worker or social worker has with a student who has had no positive influence from
his/her parents. It really is the parent's/guardian's at home that make the biggest impact on

a teen's faith and understanding of life.

The youth ministry of Crossings Community Church recognizes that it is primarily the
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June 24-27
Creation Update

So far we have
raised $2566.82
for our trip to
Creation. Thank
you for your gen-
erosity! This will
help a total of 20
teens/leaders to be
able to go to
CREATION 2009.

parent's/guardian's responsibility to raise their teens. However, youth ministry plays a critical role in help-
ing families in this awesome responsibility. Just how the youth ministry is to assist parents is the subject I will
be writing about in the coming months.

Zach Walden
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By Steve Musser

Time for swimming,
fun in the sun, cook-
outs and school.
What, school?? Well,
ok not school, not ex-
actly. Sure, the kid-
dos are done with
their formal, institu-
tionalized training for
a few months but the
learning doesn't stop

not inside a class-
room. Just think what
a tremendous oppor-
tunity the summer is

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Summer is here!!

for you as parents to
have some solid time
to simply teach your
children. When you
go on vacation, look
for learning opportu-
nities and teachable
moments to share
with your children.
Wh e n
community pool this

b e ¢ a u swmmerisearghdfor e

chances to share with
your children about
the amazing beauty
of God's creation. As

VBS is July 13-17 and we are looking for adults and teens who are willing to help
with this tremendous outreach to the community. Come help with snacks, games,
crafts, registration or as a group leader or helper and see the exciting work that the
Lord can do in your life as well as the lives of the children and their families.
Contact Steve @ sr_musser@yahoo.com if you are interested in helping.

CROSSINGS COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

you sit around the

backyard and cook-
out, use it as an op-
portunity to thank
God for the ways He
has so graciously
blessed your family
and share that with

your children. Get
y 0 u O r ereaive, hava fan

and use this summer
as a chance to spend
quality time interact-
ing with your children.
Let's make this the
best summer ever!!
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Picking and Choosing

| am often asked how I pick which songs to
do in our worship services. Often enough, in
fact, that | thought it might make a good news-
letter article! Despite rumors to the contrary,
the process does not involve casting lots. |
have three criteria when choosing a song.

First, the song has to be theologically
sound. If it has false or even questionable the-
ology, out the door it goes. This is the most
important quality | look for in a song.

Second, the congregation has to be able to
sing the song. This means I try to stay away
from songs that feature convoluted rhythms or

By Brad Rhine

ranges.

Third, for any given service, | strive to

choose
message,
ship leader to support what the pastor is
bringing us from the Word.

songs
because

The
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reason
sing, people can get caught up in the act of
singing rather the act of worshipping.
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One last bonus criterion: | try not to re-
peat any song within a one month period,
unl ess
together or maybe a Christmas song.

it ds

a

new

song
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“How can I say thanks for the things He has done for me?” is
a line from a popular Christian song. It often plays in my head
and I try to heed the call to say, “Thank you God” for whatever
is happening in my life at the time. I am sure you wake up and
thank Him for a new day and remember to say thanks when the

day is over and all is well.

It is a beautiful spring this year. Remember to praise Him

for the lushness of the flowers, the sweet songs of the birds, and the gorgeous countryside that is
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By Paula Rohrer

ours to behold. Please don’t forget to thank Him for the special people He has brought into your

life.

After thanking God, thank a few of those people for the gift of their love and friendship. Offer
gratitude to someone who serves you and perhaps doesn’t hear thank you nearly enough. The list
of people is endless and the opportunities are abundant.

“I thank God every time I think of you.” Phil 1:3
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June 7th @ 11:00 A Annual Congrega-
tional Business Meeting
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July Events

June7th @ 6:00 iMeyer 6s Commi ssi on-
ing Service at Millersville Bible Church
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fast at the church

June 24 -27f/ Youth at CREATION 2009
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What Happened at Notre Dame ( cont 6 d

The leadership of Notre
Dame would say that they
wanted to have the President
come out of respect for the of-
fice and also as a show of sup-
port. They also want to keep
lines of communication open
with him regarding important

our President by praying for
him and our other govern-
ment officials.

As I watched part of the
President’s speech at Notre
Dame and heard the applause
I could not help thinking

from page

plaud, for that which you ap-
plaud----you also celebrate.”
When Tradition trumps God’s
word, our applause gets mis-
directed and we can quickly
find ourselves celebrating
things which break the heart

issues of life. I echo those sen-
timents and believe that we can
and should support and respect

of God.
about a quote I once heard---

--“Be careful what you ap-

Small Group Feature
Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Com-
munity Church? Perhaps you are looking for a group to discuss the Bible in a
small setting? Beginning this summer the Thursday evening small group will be
starting a new study using the book by Charles Swindoll entitled “Moses”. This
group is led by Greg Risser and meets at Tony and Jenny Gorick’s house in Lan-

disville @ 7:00 every other Thursday evening. For more information, contact
Greg Risser at 824-5165.
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Jehovah-Rohi
AJehovah My Shepherdo

Of all the names in the Bible for God, the one that is probably most familiar to people and
paints a clear tender picture of God is Jehovah Rohi. The name itself means the Lord my Shep-
herd. It is found in Psalm 23:1 where David writes, “The LORD is my Shepherd...” Psalm 23 has
been a source of strength and comfort for many people throughout the centuries. It’s no wonder
when one considers all that shepherds do.

Shepherds care deeply for their sheep. They work hard to feed them and find them clean water.
They protect them from harm and assure them through the sound of their voice that everything is
okay. Shepherding was a dirty job that most people despised; yet, God compares Himself to a
shepherd. God cares for His people, He protects them from danger and harm and they are com-
forted by His presence. Sometimes sheep wander or get lost and the Good Shepherd goes after
them to find them.

It is good to know that God loves His people with a shepherd’s heart. God is Jehovah Rohi--

our Shepherd.



