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A Word from the Shepherd’s Pen

Is it reasonable to be a
Christian? (written by
Zach Walden)

Have you ever heard
someone accuse Christianity
of being unreasonable? |
had a conversation with a
friend recently and it went
kind of like that. My friend
shared with me that he
thought it was as reasonable
to believe in fairies as to
accept the key points of
Christianity. I thought for a
couple months about my
friend's view of my faith
and wanted to write a few
paragraphs as a way of re-
minding us that Christianity
is not a faith without evi-
dence to support it's claims.
I personally do not believe
that anyone can absolutely
prove that the Triune God of
Christianity exists. How-
ever, I do believe that our
God has given us many,
many clues to His existence
and in this article [ would
like to examine three of
those clues.

The first piece of evi-
dence that points to the exis-
tence of our God is the de-

sign we see in our universe. I
want you to think of a compli-
cated piece of man-made ma-
chinery like the watch or a per-
sonal computer. What comes to
mind when you think about
these carefully crafted ma-
chines? Would you ever think
that they came about by acci-
dent or random chance? Now I
want you to think of an even
more complicated piece of ma-
chinery- the human body.
Modern technology has al-
lowed us to peak inside the
human body and watch the in-
tricate dance of muscle, blood,
and bone working together in
harmony to create the human
existence. Within one human
cell there are thousands of inter
-working parts that allow it to
survive as an organism. The
human body is extremely com-
plicated- now ask yourself the
question- does it make more
sense to believe that the body
happened by random chance or
that it has been designed? If
we're to be honest I think all of
us would conclude that the hu-
man body does have the finger-
prints of a designer all over it.

The second piece of evi-
dence is that our universe
needs to have something that
made it happen. The fancy

word for this clue for God is
called the “Cosmological Ar-
gument”. This line of reason-
ing has been around for cen-
turies and the fact that it has
stood the test of time says
something about its truthful-
ness. The Cosmological Ar-
gument says that for every
effect there must be a cause.
Therefore since the universe,
world, and humans exist there
must be a sufficient cause to
make them come into exis-
tence. Our search for a cause
big and powerful enough to
make all of that come into
existence leads us to the God
revealed in the Bible. The
God we see on the pages of
scripture is all-powerful and
all knowing as well as per-
sonal and intimately involved
in running His creation. This
is the only cause powerful
enough to bring the universe,
world, and humanity into ex-
istence. Now does this argu-
ment prove that God created
the world? No it does not, it is
possible that there could be
other explanations- like the
Big Bang for instance. But
then we would need to ask
what caused the Big Bang?

(continued on page 4)
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Special Dates

So why do we have a youth ministry?

: Last month I began to answer that question by affirming that the family is God's pri- The Youth Group
: mary way to pass on His truth to the next generation. There are many passages in the will not be meet-
: Bible that teach this concept. However, I do not believe that the family is the only learn- | ing on the follow-
ing community that God uses to pass on His truth to the next generation. The church is ing Sugday eve-
: another environment that God uses to teach people of all ages about Himself. Our youth nmg:

: ministry is simply a more focused part of the church. We are there to help disciple stu-

: dents, strengthen families, and help our church reach our community and world with the July 5th

gospel. Ephesians 4:16 says that Christ has a desire to see “each part of the body (the
church) working properly”. As a youth ministry we are here to help that happen within
the next generation.
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Vacation Bible School

July 13™-17"is  out into space in with space.
our Vacation Bible search of God, but
School. The theme  to their dismay they =~ Whoever brings
for this summer is  are returning empty- the most visitors out

Discovering God. handed. to VBS will win a
We will be spending pretty amazing prize
PSALM 1iig the week taking a Come join us on that will help them
look at the universe an amazing adven- see into space in a
By Steve Musser around us as we fol- ture as our astro-

low the travels of ~ nauts encounter

two veteran astro-  things they never
nauts on their jour- thought possible as
ney back to Earth.  God begins to reveal
As part of their mis- himself through
sion, they were sent their encounters
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July Events August Events September Events
July 13 -17 VBS August 1 8 Ladies Prayer Breakfast @ Sept. 9 & 10 A Ladies Bible Studies
Juyl8 iSeni ords Luncheon @1%".%% %'t the Hessds Begin
the church August 9 i All church picnic Sept. 12 fi Revolution Service @ 6:30
Juy25 AiWomends Hike @ 9:30 Sept.26 iWomends Chal k Tal

Luncheon @ 10:00



Mi ssi onds Matters

Did you know thet Crossings Conmrunity Church supports four missionaries/ ministries out of our general

budget???

can acquaint yourself better with themand pray nore effectively for them

The Meyers Fanmily

In the next four months we will be highlighting one of the missionaries/ ministries that we support sathat you

John and Julie Meyers are newmissionaries that we will begin supporting this summer. They are planning t(i) leave for

Howcan | pray for the Meyers faily???
. Safety as they travel to Bolivia the end of July.
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ting the meds through austonrs (they are quite expensive!).

w
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Meyers family in getting the gospel out to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Bdlivia in July of 2009--this month! They will be sening with New Tribes Missions in Bdivia as adninistrative support:staff.
:Johnodés giftedness |ies in admi nistration,
: to do the work that they do with tribal people. Many people do nat understand the crudal rde that administratisd su@port S
: plays. Imegine you are in the jungle of Balivia and you need supplies but there is no one to take your supplidsyetpgst o t
not get the proper supplies to you in the
that his fellowmissionaries are getting what they need when they need it. New Tribes Missions actually has aism#all ofa
: trative people right nowon the field, so John is filling a much needed rale in their ministry. :
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Pray for Julie as she has MS and will be on meds. While they are in Bdliva. Pray that they will have no problems get-

. Pray that John and Julie would be able to master the language (John-esjiieailyeady knows several Ianguagésl)
. Pray for the people of Balivia that God would prepare their hearts for the gospel message and that God V\oulial use the

\
Dondot MWait |
Have you ever thought about who you would I
call or what you would do if you had only one or |
two hours to live? Dale and | were at four fu- Omen’ I
neral services in the past two weeks for folks OftﬁeWC{ I
ranging in age from twenty  -three to ninety -five, '
and | began thinking about what | would do. Of By Paula Rohrer |
course one would want to talk to your spouse or |
children if they are living. What about that important person from your |
past that you really always intended to call, or is there someone to whom '
you should say, ol dm sorry for _ :__

Only God knows the hour He will call us home, but | think sometimes
He nudges us to think in terms of our life and what is really important. If
we knew the future, would we connect with people more now, and do

some of the things we often contempl alt e

. Pray for the three children as they make needed living adjustments, saying good bye to friends, adjusting te a newaultur

n
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Is it Reasonable to be a Christian? (cont 6d from page 1)

And what caused the cause of the world that must remain at the tuned to support life by chance

Big Bang? Naturalistic theories proper tension in order for life either. God has fine tuned His

have no answers for those ques- and matter to exist. For exam- creation to support life.

tions, however the Christian story ple, one of those forces is grav-

does: God, who has eternally ex- ity. Without gravity staying at a These three pieces of evidence

isted is the one who caused the constant tension, matter and that God has given us to show

universe to come into existence human life could not exist as we  that He is there are just three

and sustains it by His own power. know it. The absence of gravity among many. But even just these

might be good for my golf drive  three show us that our faith is

The third clue to God's exis- but it would not be good for our reasonable. Romans 1:19-20 tells

tence is the “fine tuning clue”. world or for human life. The us that God has made Himself

Ever try to play a guitar that is out question remains, “Does it clearly known through His crea-

of tune? It sounds terrible because make sense to believe that these tion. We can take that truth to

the strings are at the wrong ten- forces such as gravity remain at heart and live out our faith confi-

sion. In order for it to sound good a perfect tension by chance?” A dently knowing that God has

the strings must be adjusted to the guitar does not get tuned to made Himself clearly known,

proper tension. In the same way make good music by chance, even to those who would deny

there are about 15 forces in our and our world does not get His existence.
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Jehovah Jireh
fGod our Providero

The name Jehovah Jireh means “God our Provider.” It is found in the book of Genesis 22:14. In
Genesis chapter 22 God calls Abraham to go to Mt. Moriah to offer his son Isaac up as an offering.
Abraham had the promise of God that through Isaac would come generations more numerous than the
stars and sands of the sea, so this would have seemed to Abraham a very puzzling command of God.
When Abraham goes to smite his son Isaac on the mountain an angel of the Lord stops him and behold
there is a ram caught in a thicket which the angel commands Abraham to sacrifice in place of his son.
Because of God’s provision, Abraham names the mountain “The Lord provides.”

Interestingly, the word “j i r i@ Hielarew can also mean “sees” or “appears.” Jehovah Jireh in this
case would mean that “God sees” or “appears” and He also provides. I point this out because it is good
to know that God does not just provide but He also sees our need and He is apparent in providing for
us. God is not reacting nor is He merely responding to events that occur here on earth. God knows and
“sees” in advance what will happen and is ready and willing to provide for His people. Just as God
provided a ram in advance for Abraham, He also provided His only Son in advance to make payment
for the sins of the world. God saw our need in advance, He came and appeared as flesh in the person of
Jesus Christ and provided a way for us to have forgiveness. He is our Jehovah Jireh, the God who sees,
appears and provides.
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