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When and where do you think kids face the most peer pressure today? Most adultgpraoa- .

bly have a good idea of how to answer that question regarding kids. But do adults V,,Spemal Dates
stop to think about where and when they face the most peer pressure on them s?

pressure to conform to those around you is something that people face throughoutall gfan. 281
life's stages. | encounter this pressure myself at work and am guilty of giving in to the Youth Winter
pressure to gripe and complain about my job at times. As the youth ministry has bg¢en go- Retreat
ing through the book of 2 Timothy, | have been reminded again that how | respondjto the

pressure to complain is extremely important. It is important becatiss | yield to the
pressure to complain | forget that God is "making all things new" and that | am a part of
that. | forget that | have new life in Christ and that God wants me to know that and live that out in a falleh
world. | thank God for the opportunity to learn, along withytbath, how to battle worldy pressure and to live
as someone alive in Christ.
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Who: All children 4 yr. olé 6th grade
When: Friday, Feb. 12th
Time: 6:0® 8:30 p.m.

f Wear your pajamas and bring your sleep-
PSALM 120 ing bag and pillows.

By Steve Musser Pizza and snacks will be provided.

Register on the Sunday sign up or contact
Steve Musser @ 726187.

Sunday service cancella— 21,
tions will be available on g
the radio at FM 90.3

January Events February Events
WJTL and FM 94.5
Jan. 15 @ 6:45 i Ladies Bingo Game Feb. 12th @ 6:00 A Ki ds d n WDAC They will also
Night Pizza Night :

be available on these
websites
www.WGAL.com and
www.WJTL.com.

Jan.23 @8:00a.m. iMend&6s Pr ayer Feb. 21 Fellowship Luncheon
Breakfast

Jan. 29 -31i Youth Retreat




Focus

by Brad Rhine PAGE 3
I'm easily distracted sometimes. In fact, as | write this, I'm using a special program on my computer
that blocks out everything else so | can concentrate on what I'm writing instead of thinking about email
and all the other things vying for my attention.

Especially around this time of year, it's so easy to get distracted from the true meaning of Christmas.
There are Christmas parties to attend, extra church services to plan, gifts to purchase, and Claymation
Christmas specials to watch on television.

And while none of these is a bad thing on its own (especially Claymation), | have to be careful to
keep my focus where it belongs: on Christ. My attention should be His on any given day, but how much
more so on the day we set aside to celebrate His birth? If He can set aside heaven and become human for
me, surely | can set aside time from my admittedly busy schedule to worship Him.

So my challenge to you, and to myself, this Christmas is to make sure that you set aside time to focus
on Jesus. To "come and adore Him" as the old song goes.
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| New Year 6s Resolutio !
|
' Here we go agafh a brand New Year. Do you make resolutions to %ﬂeﬂ |
Ichange something in your life each year when Jandacyprhes around? oftﬁe I
IDo you keep those resolutions? Or alt(‘)s

Iwe set GOALS instead of making resolutions, we operate with a posit

Jattitude. Goal setting propels us toward growth. e By Paula Rohrer:
Choose your goal, write it down, and plan what steps you will take to accomplish it. Including Gdd

in your goal will increase your success. Pray for His help and direction. Tell someone about your gbal

and ask for their help staying on track. Rejad G

leach step of the way, and record each accomplishment that moves you closer to your goal. By the gnd

lof 2010, you will have reached a personal milestone and you will also have grown spiritually. I

[iéBut one thing | do; Forgetting what is beﬂind
I the goal éo RPWi |l ippians 3:13

Relax, Rejuvenate, Rejoice

Ladies Retreat
Final and full payment is due. Payment can
be made in the church foyer.

Who: All Women
When: Friday, Jan. 15 )
When: April 2325, 2010

Time: 6:45 p.m.
Where: Crossings Community Church Where: Black Rock Retre&tQuarryville

RSVP: Sign up on the bulletin insert or contpct

Cindy Hiestand @ 57%836. Cost: $145.00
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Exasperated (co

Key #1Y Giving up is not an op-
tion. As exasperated as Jeremiah
felt, throwing in the towel was
never an option. His relationship
with God far outweighed his cir-
cumstances. Jeremiah writ@sB u
if I say I will not mention Him or
speak anymore in His name, His
word is in my heart like a fire, a
fire shut up in my bones. | am
weary of holding it in; indeed, |

cannot. o (20:9)

Key #2Y Know that God goes
with us through difficult times.

ntéd from page 1) l

it with us. He weeps with us. Jeremiah didii Si ng t o tI he
He fights for us. Even Jeremiah LORD! Give praise to the

understood this in the midst of LORD! He rescues the life of

his exasperatiorfi Bu t t h ethe needy from the hands of the

LORD is with me like a mighty wicked. o (20: 13)
twarrioréo (20:11)

Key #3Y Praise God no matter
what! You might be asking
yourself, What on earth is he
talking about!?!? Praise God in
difficult times? You bet! Prac-
tice the spiritual discipline of
praise. Learn to praise God by
reading through the book of

God does not stand by watching to Psalms, listen to good Christian
see if we can make it through diffi- praise music, praise God for

cult times nor does he act as a

what He has done, what He is

cheerleaders pulling for us but not doing (even though it may be

able to help us. God is with us in

painful), and for what He is go-

our times of pain. He experiences ing to do. This is exactly what

With the ever increasing rise of
social-networking websites such as
Facebook, Twitter, Myspace etc. . .
more and more people are trading in
face-to-face interaction with others
for quick and easy snippets cast over
the public forum for all to see. Some
see this as simply a continuation of a
downward trend that has been taking
place over the past few years that
has created a society of socially-
inept individual s
value in deep personal connections;
while others view it as an opportunity
to stay connected, albeit loosely,
with people they
stay connected with. Regardless of
how a person views these sites and
their affect on society, it provides
Christians with a forum that has not
been made available before. While |
dondt suggest we
interaction for online interaction alto-
gether, we should be aware that
more and more people are turning to
these sites for answers and direction
in life. They provide excellent oppor-
tunities to engage people in non-
threatening ways with ideas,
thoughts and feedback on the ever
changing landscape of the world we
live in.

SocialChristianity and The Internet
by Steve Musser

Blogging, a popular way in which
pegopleasharedheimlides in & jeumnal i
or article format(depending on how
you use one), is an excellent way to
begin conversations with people you
wmnaywnbt donndalty haveothe robearicée ty
speak with. In this forum, the writer
can put down their thoughts on any-
thing they want and then open it up
to those who are aware of it to com-
ment, critique, respond etc. . . to
twihatiglbeingisaid. per sonal

Despite the fact that there is a
great deal of trash to be found on the
internet, as believers, we should be
aware of their existence and figure
out a way to use them to promote
the gospel in effective and meaning-
ful ways rather than ignoring them
and chastising them for replacing
face-to face interaction with internet-

If anyone knew what it
meant to have a bad day it was
Jeremiah. But Jeremiah also
knew what it takes to get through
tough times. He knew that quit-
ting was never an option, that
God was always with him and
that God was worthy of praise all
the time no matter what the cir-
cumstances. Next time you are
having one of those days, weeks,
or even years, just remember
Jeremiah and follow his exam-

ple.
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based interaction. | personally have
found some social-networking sites
to be a great help in learning about
what is taking place outside of my
own locale and how it has an effect
on me. They have helped me to stay
in touch with current, social, political
and theological trends that afford me
the chance to speak from an edu-
cated perspective on what is hap-
pening in the world.
ze the

So, if you havenot
to create your own Facebook ac-
count or check out the latest blogs
from renowned authors, speakers,
musicians etc. . . then take some
time to today to see what all the buzz
is about. Here are a couple of sites |
enjoy: www.conversantlife.com;
Www.raincitypastor.wordpress.com;
www.outofur.com;

h

- this author is one of the millions of
people who are addicted to Face-
book and canét se
account for fear
somet hingd and is
ger at
www.ignitethecity.blogspot.com
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http://www.conversantlife.com/
http://www.raincitypastor.wordpress.com/
http://www.outofur.com/

