
be to just shrug it off as another 

crazy idea that will eventually 

disappear.  We must seize the 

opportunity---not for our own 

agenda or for “cashing in”, but 

seize it as an opportunity to 

share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

After all the world is eventually 

coming to an end-----------but 

there is hope for those who be-

lieve in Jesus. 
 

2.  We must remember that 

God has not called us to fear or 

to panic; He has called us to 

proclaim!   Jesus warned His 

disciples of signs of the end 

times and told them that not even 

the Son of God (Jesus), not to 

mention the Mayan’s,  knew 

when these things would take 

place.  Jesus told His disciples 

that whoever would try to save 

his life would lose it but who-

ever loses his life for Christ’s 

sake shall gain it.  The Y2K de-

bacle taught me something im-

portant.  Panic is contagious.  I 

know of Christians who got 

caught up in the panic and who 

were stockpiling food, provi-

sions and weapons in an effort to 

save their own lives.  Non-

believers who observe Christians 

panicking and stockpiling food 

and munitions at the thought of 

the end of the world certainly 

have the right to wonder where 

our faith really lies!?! 

   
                (continued on page 4) 

 Is the end of the world 

near???? 
     It seems that human beings 

have always had a fascination 

for wanting to know if/when 

the world would come to an 

end.  With all the emphasis and 

attention being focused on 

global warming the interest in 

apocalyptic events has reached 

a feverish pitch.  Hollywood 

seems to always find a way to 

cash in on people’s fears, inter-

ests and infatuations.  This 

year is no exception.  In No-

vember the blockbuster Holly-

wood release was the movie 

“2012” raking in over 60 mil-

lion dollars in its first week-

end.  The movie (which I have 

not personally seen) depicts in 

graphic detail the end of the 

world through a series of cata-

clysmic events and the struggle 

for survival by the fortunate 

few humans who manage to 

escape catastrophe. 

 

     The movie “2012” is based 
on the faulty assumption that 

because the Mayan calendar 

ends in the year 2012 that the 

world will also come to an end.  

It is assumed that the Mayans 

were predicting coming events 

when they ended their calendar 

on Dec. 21, 2012.  However, 

scholars of ancient civiliza-

tions, in particular the Mayan 

civilization, insist that these 

assumptions are not only incor-

rect;  they are a shameless at-

tempt at cashing in on people’s 

fears.  University of Florida an-

thropologist Susan Gillespie says 

the 2012 phenomenon comes 

"from media and from other peo-

ple making use of the Maya past 

to fulfill agendas that are really 

their own." (USA Today, “Does 

Maya Calendar Predict 2012 

Apocalypse?” by G. Jeffrey Mac-

Donald)   Space prohibits me from 

going into great detail here, but 

suffice it to say that there are ra-

tional reasons, other than predict-

ing the end of the world, that the 

Mayan’s ended their calendar on 

that particular date.  

 

     Is it any surprise that people 

would be trying to “cash in” on 

other people’s fears and to “fulfill 

agendas that are really their own?”  

How should we as Christians re-

spond to the “Chicken Little” epi-

demic that is running frantically 

through our society screaming 

uncontrollably  that the “sky is 

falling?”  Here are some sugges-

tions for followers of Christ: 

 

1.  We should seize the renewed 

interest in apocalyptic events as 

an opportunity, not avoid it as 

an annoyance.   It is easy to be-

come annoyed with those that 

want to constantly insist that the 

sky is crashing down.  With trem-

bling in their voice and fear in 

their eyes they tell us that the 

world is coming to an end.  As 

Christians our response must not 
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P A G E  2  

 

When is it hardest for you to be faithful to the Lord? For me it has been hardest to be 

faithful when I allow following Jesus to become primarily an intellectual pursuit. That 

might sound funny at first because we're told to "renew our minds" and to "love God with 

our minds" in scripture. However, those concepts are not synonymous with a purely intel-

lectual pursuit of God and need to be held in tension with other parts of scripture that tell 

us to love God with our actions and hearts. 1 Corinthians 13:12 says that we can only 

"know in part" and that we can only "see dimly" until Jesus comes to fully restore His 

world. It is only when Jesus fully exercises His authority and redeeming power over His 

Creation that we will understand God and God's ways completely. Understanding that I only "know in part" is 

something that keeps me hanging on to Christ even when I don't have the answers that I would like to have. It's 

good to know that I don't have to have all the answers to properly function in God's kingdom- but what I do 

need to have is trust. So when is it hardest for you to be faithful to God?    

January  & February 

Events  

Jan. 15 ñLadies Game Night  

Jan. 29 -31ñYouth Retreat  

Feb. 21ñFellowship Luncheon  

December Events  

Dec. 4ñChristmas Dinner @ 6:15  

Dec 12ñChildren/Youth Wrap -Up  

Activity @ 10:00 -2:00  

Dec. 13ñH.I.S. Story Concert @ 5:00  

Dec. 20ñChristmas Candlelight Service 

6:00  

Dec. 31ñNew Years Eve Party 7 -

midnight  

Upcoming Events  

   When I was younger I 

lived in a neighborhood that 

was filled with kids. After 

school each day, all of us 

kids would pour off the bus 

and hit the streets, playing 

games and getting into trou-

ble until it was time for din-

ner. Then, when it came 

time to eat, no matter where 

we were in our large 

neighborhood, our fathers 

would all shout our names as 

loud as they could to call us 

home. Even over all the 

shouting and noise of a 

game of kickball or tag, we 

could hear our fathers call 

out to us as if they were 

standing right beside us. 

How could I hear it over 

everything else going on? I 

had heard it so many times 

that I just recognized when 

he called, I knew it was my 

dad’s voice and not someone 

else’s. 

 

   Does your child know 

their father’s voice? I don’t 

mean their earthly father but 

their heavenly one. Is it a 

voice that sounds familiar to 

them? Is it a voice they rec-

ognize as one that speaks 

with authority? At such a 

young age, perhaps the only 

way they’ll know it is by 

seeing you, the parent, ac-

knowledge it yourself. How 

do you react when God’s 

voice comes a’calling? 

Teach your children what 

God’s voice sounds like 

early on, because as they 

grow it may become some-

thing that sounds more and 

more faint. 

By Steve Musser 

Special Dates 

 

Dec. 12th—

Children/Youth 

Activity 

 

 

The Call of the Father 

by Zach Walden 

Yes, itôs that time of 

year . .  
 

In the event  of snow, 

Sunday service cancella-

tions will be available on 

the radio at FM 90.3 

WJTL and FM 94.5 

WDAC.  They will also 

be available on their web-

sites @ 

www.WGAL.com   and 

www.WJTL.com. 



 

P A G E  3  
When the Music Fades 

by  Brad Rhine 

Ladies Retreat 
Registration continues in the church foyer for 

the ladies retreat.  A deposit of $50.00 is re-

quired at time of sign-up.  Space is limited so 

early registration is encouraged. 

 
 

When:  April 23-25, 2010 

 

Where:  Black Rock Retreat—Quarryville 

 

Cost:  $145.00 

Testing  1 . . . 2 . . . 3 . . .  

The elders have recently approved 
the purchase of a new sound system.  

This system will cost approx. 
$10,000.  Over the next few months 
we will be raising these funds to re-
plenish our capital fund to pay for 
this much needed expenditure.  If 

you would like to give to the sound system, 
please make a note on your giving envelope 

with the word òcapitaló. 

One of my favorite authors, Og Mandino, wrote A Better Way to Live and 

it is from that book I would like to share some of his “rules to live by.” 

 

1.  Count your blessings. 

2.  Give more than you get. 

3.  Nurture your family.  Give your children a role model, not a critic. 

4.  When you make a mistake or life knocks you down, don’t look back.  Failures are a part of growth. 

5.  Build your day on a foundation of pleasant thoughts.  Always remind yourself you are a child of God. 

6.  Let your actions always speak for you. 

7.  Remember each day is a special gift from God. 

8.  Never clutter your life with so many menial and unimportant things you do not have time to 

     accomplish your goals. 

9.  Live this day as if it will be your last. 

10. Beginning today, treat everyone you meet as if they will be dead by midnight. 

 

By Paula Rohrer 

Rules to Live By 

I suppose that it would come as a surprise to no one that I'm excited about the new sound system we're getting. The new system 

should make our sound cleaner and more manageable, and that means a better worship service with fewer distractions. 

 

That's why I was so disappointed when I got the call this morning, telling me that the mixing console, the centerpiece of any 

sound system, was back ordered. Without the mixing console, there is no sound system. So our installation, which was to begin 

tomorrow (as I write this), will be delayed at least two weeks. 

 

Disappointed? Absolutely. 

 

But I have to be careful. A new sound system can improve our worship service, but we can still worship without it. Today as I 

rescheduled the installation and the training, I couldn't help but think of the words to "The Heart of Worship" by Matt Redman. 

 

"When the music fades, all is stripped away  

And I simply come longing just to bring  

 Something that's of worth that will bless Your heart  

 I'll bring You more than a songé 

 

Worship is about more than sound systems. It's about more than music and songs. It's about our hearts. 



 

3.  Even when things seem out of 

control; God is still in control.  I 

think that we as Christians sometimes 

forget that God is sovereign.  As the 

disciples were being tossed by the 

storm on the Sea of Galilee, the Lord 

Jesus was on the boat sleeping.  He 

wasn’t panicking or trying to bail out 

water---he was snoozing.  The disci-

ples woke him by asking “Don’t you 

care if we drown!?”  Boy, were they in 

for the surprise of a lifetime!  Jesus 

with a wave of the hand and the word 

of command calms the storm instantly.  

Lesson to be learned---------don’t 

panic until God panics (and God never 

panics).  God is not wringing His 

hands as the year 2012 approaches, 

neither should we. 

4.  Donôt cling to this world; we 

have an eternal lasting home that 

will never perish.  Someday this 

earth will be destroyed, but in 

God’s timing.  As Christians we 

have been promised an everlasting 

home for all eternity with God that 

shall never perish.  How do you 

view this world?  Do you find 

yourself loving the things of the 

world more than the Creator?  Per-

haps you are too interested in the 

things of earth that you really have 

no time for God?  Jesus gave a 

stern warning to His disciples that 

is as relevant to us today as it was 

to them many years ago, 

“Remember Lot’s wife!” 

 

     The movie 2012 has given Chris-

tians yet another opportunity to en-

gage unbelievers in dialogue about 

the end of the world.  But we must 

be careful that we are not caught up 

in fear or panic.  Christians are 

called to proclaim the glorious gos-

pel of Jesus Christ and as Christ’s 

glory shines the things of this world 

grow dimmer and dimmer. 

Is the end of the world near?  I don’t 

really know and quite frankly, I am 

not really worried about it.  What I 

do know is that it is in God’s hands 

to determine when it will end and 

until it does I have been called to 

submit to His word and obey His 

commands. 

Is the End of the World Near????   (contôd from page 1) 

 

      My favorite color is plaid. Whether 

it’s a flannel shirt or a pair of socks, it 

looks good on everything. I enjoy loud 

and fast music with a turbulent staccato 

beat trailing anxiously behind it but in 

the same breath I find the voices of Do-

mingo and Carreras to be moving and 

ethereal…and yet, I am a child of God.  

 

     While I myself cannot create it, I 

appreciate art, especially the type that 

you don’t know if you should hang it 

portrait or landscape on a wall. Zombie 

movies are my favorite… and yet, I am a 

child of God. 

 

      I am neither a republican nor a de-

mocrat nor an independent. I have 

Tourettes Syndrome which makes me  

extremely uncomfortable in social set-

tings and I sometimes use it as an excuse 

to avoid interaction... and yet, I am a 

child of God. 

 

      I enjoy poetry, the smell of cigars 

and watching documentaries on socio-

political movements of the 19th& 20th 

century… and yet, I am a child of God.  

 

     The more time I spend hiking in the 

woods, the more I realize that we have 

abused God’s gift of nature and that my 

son may not have the chance to see the 

same animals and plants that I see…and 

yet I am a child of God. 

 

     I am just one of many parts of the 

body of Christ, and while none of those 

parts looks, acts, feels, or sounds the 

same… we are all children of God. ~1 

Corinthians 12:20 

  

. . . And Yet, I am a Child of God 
by Steve Musser 

Angel Tree 
 

This Christmas holiday we will be providing an opportunity for you to be an “angel” to someone in the community.  For 

the month of  December you will find an angel tree set up in the fellowship hall.  This tree will have angels hanging on 

it for you to take.  By taking an angel you are committing to purchase a special item (approx. $20) for this child in the 

community.  This item will be given to the child by their parent(s) on Christmas.  We hope to show our love to  the 

community by sharing some of our resources that many families may not enjoy, and alleviate some of the financial 

stress that sometimes accompany the holidays.  If this is something that you feel may  interest you, please sign up on the 

sign up or contact Katie Musser 682-7977 @ or Cindy Hiestand @ 653-6733. 


