
so it is not strange at all that God 

would use the woman Ruth to be 

included in the process to bring 

hope and deliverance to His peo-

ple. 

 

   The second thing we can learn 

about hope from Ruth is that 

while the hope God offers al-

ways delivers, it does not al-

ways deliver what we hope for 

in our timing.  In September I 

will be preaching a message at 

Long’s Park entitled “Jesus 

Christ---Hope that Delivers.”  

What Christ offers us as His fol-

lowers is a hope that delivers 

tangible results that ought to 

change our lives.  But the prom-

ise of hope does not necessarily 

mean we shall see immediate 

results.  In the case of Ruth, no 

one would have known at the 

time that this faithful, poverty 

stricken foreigner who was a 

daughter-in-law to a poor widow 

would be the beginning of God’s 

promise for deliverance.  Yet, 

that was exactly God’s plan.  

God’s ways are not always our 

ways and sometimes His plan is 

difficult to understand.  The 

hope that we have is that ulti-

mately God is in control and will 

work all things out according to 

His good purpose even though it 

may not be in our timing. 

 

              (continued on page 4) 

 

Lessons on Hope 

Then the women said to 

Naomi, ñBlessed is the LORD 

who has not left you without a 

redeemer today, and may his 

name become famous in Israel.  

May he also be to you a re-

storer of life and a sustainer of 

your old age; for your daugh-

ter-in-law, who loves you and 

is better to you than seven 

sons, has given birth to him.ò 

Ruth 4:14-15 

 

   Have you ever taken the time 

to read the short, Old Testa-

ment book of Ruth?  If not, I 

would challenge you to read it 

this month.  Ruth is a book that 

can easily be read in one sitting 

and is easy to follow.  It is 

what I like to call, “A Little 

book of the Bible packed with 

Hope and Encouragement.”  

Ruth opens by giving an his-

torical backdrop to the book, 

“Now it came about in the days 

when the judges ruled…”  As 

far as context goes, that pretty 

much says it all right there; the 

events of this book are taking 

place during the time of the 

judges which was a terrible 

time for the nation of Israel.  It 

was a time of bloodshed, idola-

try, betrayal and battle.  As the 

writer of Judges puts it---it was 

a time “…when there was no 

king in Israel; everyone did 

what was right in his own eyes 

(Jdgs. 21:25).” 

   Just when one might be tempted 

to give up all hope for the nation 

of Israel you turn the page and 

following the book of Judges is 

the book of Ruth.  What a con-

trast, from despair (Judges) to 

hope (Ruth).   Many read Ruth as 

a book about love and romance 

and indeed it is that, but it is so 

much more.  Ruth is a book about 

how God can bring a nation hope 

in the midst of barren spiritual 

hopelessness.  Just when many 

people were ready to give up 

hope,  God brings a foreign 

woman (Ruth) into the nation and 

uses her to bring deliverance to the 

nation and in fact, the whole 

world.  For you see, Ruth closes 

with a genealogy that ties her di-

rectly to David (4:18-22) and from 

the Davidic line will come Jesus 

Christ, the savior of the world! 

 

   Ruth teaches us some valuable 

lessons about hope.  First, hope 

can be found in some of the most 

unlikely places and can come at 

an unexpected time.  If someone 

would have told the Israelites that 

a Moabitess woman (Ruth) would 

be in the genealogy of the Messiah 

they would have scoffed at you—

possibly even stoned you!  How 

could God use someone outside 

the people of Israel to deliver 

them?  But consider this, deliver-

ance could not be found in any of 

the ruling judges of their time who 

were men and women of Israel---
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 ʏ7ÈÙ ÄÏ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ Á ÙÏÕÔÈ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙơƨ -  part 3  
 
   "The family is God's primary learning community."   This sentence 
jumped out at me in a book I was reading recently because of it's simplic-
ity and truth. It's hard to improve on God's original plan isn't it? The 
reason why we exist as a youth ministry is never to improve on that origi-
nal plan. We are there to provide another learning community for teens who 
come from inside and outside of the church.  We are a community of the 
church that exists to help teens learn to walk with Christ and to help 
them act on their faith in Christ. The other youth leaders and I are going 
to make a lot of mistakes along the way, but I know our youth ministry can 
be used by God to direct teens to Christ. Thanks for your grace and en-
couragement and I look forward to what happens in the future with Flip-
side.  

September Events  

Sept. 9 & 10 ñLadies Bible Studies 

Begin  

Sept. 12 ñRevolution Service @ 6:30  

Sept. 26 ñWomenõs Chalk Talk/

Luncheon @ 10:00  

August Events  

August 9 ñAll church picnic  

August 22 ñWomenõs Hike @ Chickies @ 

9:30 a.m.  

 

October Events  

Oct. 3rd ñBridge Bust  

Oct. 4th ñConnections Class @ 6:00 

@ the church  

Upcoming Events  

     When I was a young 

whipper-snapper, my fa-

vorite thing to play with 

was Legos. I could do 

anything with those little 

blocks. I could build ro-

bots, castles, cars, guns 

and anything else my 

imagination could dream 

up. Then after my crea-

tion was built, I would use 

an army of GI Joes to tear 

it all down. My favorite 

thing to build was tall 

towers. I would try to see 

how many Legos I could 

stack on top of each other. 

One by one they piled 

high into the sky until 

they eventually fell down 

(or GI Joe “blew it up”). 

In order for me to build a 

tall tower, I needed a 

strong foundation for it to 

be built upon. 

 

     Like stacking Lego 

blocks, we as parents try 

to build our children into 

strong towers. We pile on 

education, sports, rela-

tionships and a slew of 

other things in an effort to 

make our children strong. 

However, we sometimes 

forget about the founda-

tion. We forget to teach 

them that their lives 

should be built upon the 

Word of God. Without 

that, we leave them prone 

to attack from various 

kinds of GI Joes, looking 

to knock them down. We 

need to spend intentional 

time with our children, 

strengthening their foun-

dation with God’s Word if 

they are to stand firm 

against attack. Other 

things surely develop our 

children into the adults 

they will one day become, 

but let’s not forget the 

most important part…the 

foundation of God’s 

Word. 

By Steve Musser 

Special Dates 

 

Aug. 22 

Youth Work day 

9:00-2:00 

 

Aug. 23 

Youth Parent 

Night 

 6:30-8:15 

 

Building With Godly Legos 

by Zach Walden 
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PRAISE AND WORSHIP 

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth 

Serve the Lord with gladness: 

Enter His gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise……. 

Psalm 100:1,2,4. 

 

What is on your heart as you come to church on Sunday morn-

ing?  Are you filled with joy at the opportunity to sing praises and be 

open to worship, or is your mind filled with problems, anger at other’s misdeeds, or displeasure with an 

aspect of the service?   

 

Instead, let us sing of His love, repent of our own shortcomings, and thank those who graciously serve 

through ministry.  As we listen to the words Pastor Bill brings to us, we can say with the psalmist, “your 

word is a lamp unto my feet and a light for my path.”  Psalm 119:108 

By Paula Rohrer 

 

As I write this, Iôm enjoying some silence, which is something I donôt often get to do. 
And right now, Iôm really savoring the lack of sound. Why? Well, we just finished up 
a week of Vacation Bible School during which I helped lead worship for the kids. It 
was exhausting, let me tell you. But it was also good. 
 
It was good to see so many kids, some from our church, some from outside, stand-

ing up and clapping their hands and singing to the Lord. Thereôs something very humbling about 
that. And it was so very encouraging to see that there are children being raised up to know God 
and worship Him. 
 
One thing that really struck me was the freedom the kids had when they worshipped. They didnôt 
care who was watching or what anybody else thought. They just thought it was cool to come be-
fore the throne. 
 
In the gospel of Luke, Jesus said, ñLet the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the 
kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it." 

Like Little Children 
by  Brad Rhine 

Ladies Retreat 
 

When:  April 23-25, 2010 

 

Where:  Black Rock  

              Retreat Quarryville 

 

Why:    To Refresh, Rest, 

             and Rekindle 

 

Who:    Ladies of Crossings, 

             their (female) 

             relatives and friends 

Ladies Bible Study -Bad Girls of the Bible 
 

Come join us for a time of learning more about some of the women in the 

Bible and how we each can relate to them and the struggles that they 

each faced.  Both studies will  be held in the church fellowship hall. 

 

Daytime study begins Wed., Sept. 9th @  9:30-11:30 

 (childcare is provided) 

 

Evening study begins Thurs., Sept. 10th @ 6:30-8:30  

 

Pick up your books for $12 on the back table in the church foyer, or con-

tact Paula Rohrer @ 285-3455 for more information. 



 

   Lastly, God often times tests us 

before He uses us as His Instru-

ments of eternal hope.  A.W. Tozer 

once said, “Whom God would use 

greatly, He will hurt deeply.”  Ruth 

suffered the sorrow of losing a hus-

band, the difficulty of leaving her na-

tive country and the humiliation of 

living in extreme poverty.  Despite 

these hardships God used her in a 

mighty way.  God delights in using 

broken and hurting people for His 

glory. 

 

   How about you?  Have you lost 

hope?  Are there trying times in 

your life right now that have caused 

you to question God’s plan and pur-

poses?  Read the book of Ruth and 

know that God is in control.  He has 

a plan even though we may not see 

it right away.  Trust in Him. 

Lessons on Hope (contôd from page 1) 

 

Missionôs Matters - Meet the Volzôs 
 

   As you know, we are taking this section of the newsletter over the next few months to highlight the 

missionaries that we as a church support.  Our support of missions should be more than just financial 

support, they need our prayers as well.  My hope is that you will not just read about the missionaries, 

but that you will remember them in your prayers also. 

 

   Karl and Gladys Volz are missionaries with Military Fellowship Center in Alabama.   Upon graduat-

ing from high school Karl joined the Army and served our country in the 

Army for sixteen years (1953-1969).  Karl felt God’s call upon his life to get 

into full-time ministry and went to Bible college and was ordained in 1975.  

Karl and Gladys have been serving God reaching men and women who serve in 

the military with the gospel of Jesus Christ since 2000.  Karl and Gladys were 

supported by Columbia Bible Church for years and Crossings has continued to 

support their evangelistic efforts to our armed forces. 

 

   Lord willing, we will have the opportunity to meet and hear from the Volz’s as Karl and Gladys are 

planning to be in PA in October and Karl is scheduled to share with our church family on Sunday 

morning, October 11.  Please keep the Volz’s in your prayers as they reach those who serve to protect 

our freedoms with the good news of Jesus. 

Small Group Feature 
Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Commu-

nity Church?  Perhaps you are looking for a group to discuss the Bible in a small 

setting?  Beginning Aug. 2nd the Sunday evening small group will be starting a 

new study using the Life Application Series on Romans—Deepening our under-

standing of the Christian faith.    This group is led by Bill Lehr and meets at Lane 

and Karen Hess’s house in Landisville @ 6:30 every other Sunday evening. For 

more information, contact Bill Lehr @ 871-8690. 


