
spread.  Faith that is strength-

ened during difficult times is an 

inspiration and encouragement to 

others within the body of Christ.  

It’s okay to be unhappy, but fo-

cus your attention on the source 

of your joy, not the source of 

your sorrow. 

 

     Guideline #2 ï Joyful but 

unhappy Christians must re-

frain from being unrealistic.  

Growing up I can recall hearing 

the phrase, “This too shall pass.”  

Seeing how my mind was always 

working in overdrive I would 

sometimes wonder to myself, 

“What if it doesn’t pass?”  After 

all, some things do not just go 

away.  We can never presume 

upon God that He will always 

make things better here on earth 

and that God is primarily con-

cerned about our happiness.  

He’s not.  Actually, His primary 

concern is for our holiness.  The 

account of Job does end well for 

Job after indescribable suffering, 

but consider the prophet 

Jeremiah for a moment.  Here 

was a man who suffered persecu-

tion and ridicule from his own 

people only to be eventually put 

to death.  For Jeremiah, “This 

too shall pass” was not reality---- 

is it any wonder that Jeremiah is 

nicknamed “The Weeping 

Prophet?”  Jeremiah doesn’t im-

press me as the happiest author 

  

                (continued on page 4) 

Joyfulébut Unhappy 

     I was recently talking with 

my older children about the 

difference between “joy” and 

“happiness.”  We all agreed 

that while the two words may 

seem somewhat synonymous 

there is a distinct difference in 

that happiness is based upon 

my circumstances while joy is 

not contingent on my circum-

stances.  Happiness may come 

and go, but joy finds its foun-

dation in relationship with the 

Lord Jesus Christ and therefore 

is not based on circumstances.  

Therefore, a person can be 

happy, but not necessarily have 

lasting joy---the happiness may 

quickly fade away; yet, at the 

same time, a person may be 

happy and also have a lasting 

joy.    But here’s the tricky part

----if happiness is based solely 

on my circumstances and joy is 

not-----then it would stand to 

reason that a person can have 

joy, but not be happy. 

 

     This got me thinking.  Can 

a Christian really be “joyfully 

unhappy?”  Are there any ex-

amples of this in the Bible?  

And if the answer is “yes”----

then how should joyfully un-

happy Christians conduct 

themselves? 

 

     I believe that it is possible 

to be joyful but unhappy.  The 

person who comes to mind 

right away is Job.  Think about 

Job.  Here is a man who had eve-

rything----he was, for all intents 

and purposes, happy.  But Satan 

entices God to smite Job (i.e. take 

away the material things that are 

making him happy) and Job will 

curse God and die.  Satan’s 

scheme backfires.  Not only does 

Job refuse to curse God, he gives 

us all an example to follow of 

what to do when it seems that the 

world is caving in.  Job’s material 

happiness was stolen, but Satan 

could not touch his joy.  Perhaps 

you are at a place in your life right 

now that you would say that you 

feel joyful, but you are not happy 

about your circumstances.  Here 

are a few pointers, “godly guide-

lines” if you will, for those who 

can relate to the conundrum of 

being joyful, but unhappy. 

 

     Guideline #1 ï Joyful but 

unhappy Christians must not 

become infectious, they must be 

inspirational.   If we were all to 

be honest we would have to admit 

that sometimes when we are in the 

dumps we want to have others 

come into the dump with us.  After 

all, misery loves company.  But, 

as followers of Christ we are not 

called to infect people with a 

negative attitude.  It is acceptable 

to be unhappy about something, 

but when we cause others to be-

come negative or we steal any 

happiness they may be experienc-

ing we have become like an ooz-

ing infection that will quickly 
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The total number of dead and wounded soldiers for the American Revolutionary war came to 

50,000. Almost 80 years later at the end of the Civil War approximately 600,000 soldiers were 

counted dead or wounded from the Union and Confederate armies.  In 1945 at the end of WWII 

over a million American soldiers were counted as dead or wounded. Despite the casualties, over 

this time span of 200 years America grew from a tiny bunch of colonies to be a united nation of 

50 states with a powerful global influence. Each of these wars had a unique role in shaping 

American identity as well as the geographical boundaries of the nation. America, like most other 

countries, has used the tools of military and political force to build itself into a strong and re-

sourceful country.  

 

     In contrast to the tools of political and military force, God's kingdom is built by service, humility, mercy and love. I 

was especially proud of our youth group this last month as they went up to Arrowhead Bible Camp and spent more than 

36 hours serving in the kitchen and doing renovations on the camp. They were truly a part of building God's kingdom and 

they did it all with a great attitude. My hope for our youth ministry is that we can become a powerful force in building 

God's kingdom using His tools of service, mercy and love. Let's continue to live and work toward that end as a church 

and youth ministry.      

May Events  

May 2nd ñFellowship Luncheon  

May 15th ñLadies/Kids Event  

May 16th @ 6:30 p.m. ñJoint Prayer 

Meeting @ NewSong Lancaster  

May 21 -23ñYouth Camp -out  

April Events  

April 2nd @ 7:00 ñGood Friday Svce  

April 18th ñMembership Classes  

April 23 -24ñW.O.W. Retreat  

 

By Steve Musser 

Special Dates 

 

May 21-23 

Campout 

 

 

 

A Biblical History  

by Zach Walden 

   The state of Texas is currently working 

on a plan that would rewrite the curricu-

lum taught in History class. This rewrite 

would be done with more of a right-

leaning slant on the past, as they work to 

remove what they believe is too liberal 

an education. Politics aside, this brings 

up an interesting discussion for the 

church. If we were to rewrite the way we 

tell our children about the Bible to make 

it more politically-correct or if we tell it 

without all the tragic stories and death 

and war, what would our story look like? 

More importantly, would our children 

even notice? I guess what I’m getting at 

is, are we telling our children about the 

Bible’s history at all? Are biblical history 

lessons a part of your family’s devo-

tions? Are we instructing our children 

about the great and mighty works that the 

Lord has done in our past or do we look 

at it as something that the Lord did for 

the Jewish nation but not us in America? 

In Deuteronomy 11, we see a command 

from God to teach the children of Israel 

about what great things the Lord had 

done for their fathers because as chil-

dren, they were not there to witness it. I 

believe that command continues through-

out today as we have a responsibility as 

parents to teach our children about what 

the Lord has done not just in our family’s 

lives dating back 50+ years; but going 

back thousands of years, all the way to 

creation. I’d encourage you to continue 

to share that biblical history with your 

children so they will gain a better under-

standing and appreciation for what God 

has done for them. 

  

June -July Events  

June 6th -Annual Cong. Mtg  

June 19th -Family Event for Columbia 

Pregnancy Center  

July 26th -30th ñChildrenõs CEF Camp 
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Donôtô Forget Grace 

by  Brad Rhine 

Dear Ladies, 

  

      This year as Dale and I wintered in Texas I joined a women’s Bible 

study at the church we attend here.  What a wonderful, enriching experi-

ence this year compared to past years of only attending church services 

(which are wonderful in themselves.)  I want to encourage each woman 

to be involved in our Women’s Ministry at Crossings Community 

Church.  

  

      I know I have mentioned it before, but being connected as sisters in Christ brings a connection that 

is different from all others.  Joining in prayer for each other and our families, and studying the truth of 

God’s Word as it applies to our concerns as women, draws us not merely into a group but into commu-

nity. 

  

     Two Bible study groups are available each spring and fall.  The new Girl Friends Groups now form-

ing provide even more opportunities for each woman, regardless of age or ability, to join with other 

women in Christian fellowship.  I invite and encourage you to be a part of one (or more) of these 

groups.  Each of you is special and important to our church. 

 

Blessings, Paula 

By Paula Rohrer 

 

As I shared during the Sunday service a couple weeks ago, I accidentally left my daughter Grace at home 

when I left for church. I felt terrible, but she forgave me (and she was a really good sport about it). 

 

But as I thought about forgetting Grace, I wondered how often we forget about God's grace. We make a 

mistake and we think His grace won't cover it, or we think His grace isn't enough for us. 

 

I think it's easy to forget about His grace because it's such a foreign concept to us for us to receive some-

thing that we haven't earned and don't deserve. 

 

As you worship Him, remember all of His attributes. Certainly His greatness, His majesty, His mercy, and 

His worth. But don't forget about grace. 

Cuisine Queens  

May 6th @ 6:30 p.m. 
 

 

 

Knitwits  

April 21st @ 7:00 p.m.  

Reading Rendevous 

March 31st @ 6:45 p.m.  
Trailblazers  

May 29th @ 9:30 a.m.  

groups 



 

in the Bible, just read Lamentations!  

But there was something in Jeremiah’s 

life that no one could snuff out ---- 

that is, the burning fire of joy that 

came from His faith in God (Jer. 

20:9).  Christians must have a realistic 

perspective when it comes to our tem-

poral earthly life and that perspective 

is this, things may not go the way I 

want… or be the way I wish they 

were… and God may choose to not 

alleviate the unhappiness that I am 

experiencing, but that in no way 

means that God is not in control nor 

that He doesn’t care.  He promises to 

go with us through the hardships of 

life and to sustain us in the struggles 

we face. 

 

     Guideline #3 ï Joyful but un-

happy Christians must be fervent in 

prayer.  Prayer is our “audience 

with God.”  Job’s burning desire 

amidst his disastrous circumstances 

was to have an audience with God 

(Job 13:22).  Prayer is how we as 

Christians can come to our Heav-

enly father and share what we are 

feeling and make our requests 

known to Him.  The real power of 

prayer is the acknowledgement that 

God is in control and we are not.  

Focusing our prayers on God and 

His provision and promises will 

have a profound impact on us as 

Christians.  God may choose not to 

change our unwanted circum-

stances, but He does desire to 

change us from the inside out.  The 

greatest thing that Job received was 

not that he got all of his material 

possessions back.  The greatest 

thing Job received was the fact that 

through his difficult experiences he 

was able to see and experience the 

great love of God in a new and fresh 

way. 

 

     Job sums it up best when he de-

clares, “I have heard of you by the 

hearing of the ear; but now my eye 

sees you… (Job 42:5)”.   Sometimes 

it will take difficulties in life to help 

us see God clearer and love Him 

deeper.  Those difficult circum-

stances may not bring a superficial 

happiness, but they can certainly 

deepen our relationship with God---

and that’s something that can bring 

us lasting joy. 

   Joyful . . . but Unhappy  (contôd from page 1) 

 

     Paulôs letter to the Ephesians of-
fers believers a hope that abounds 
even when the world around us crum-
bles. It is filled with passionate words 
of encouragement and challenges us 
to go farther, reach higher and dig 
deeper in our walk with God. If you 
wonder whether or not God has a 
purpose for you, Ephesians has an 
answer. If trials and temptations 
cause you to ask if you can make it, 
Ephesians has an answer. If you 
wonder why in a crowded room you  

 
 
 
 
 
feel alone and if you have anything 
worthwhile to offer, Ephesians has an 
answer to that as well. 
 
     ñAlive in Christò is the title to a new 

series beginning at Revolution. 
Through the book of Ephesians we 
will take a challenging look at what it 
truly means to be a child of God and 
ask whether or not the life we have 
now is worth living. 
 
     Join us every Saturday night at 
6:30 pm and find out what it truly 
means to be alive in Christ. 

Alive in Christ  

by Steve Musser 

Small Group Feature 

 
Are you looking for a great way to connect with people here at Crossings Community 

Church?  Perhaps you are looking for a group to discuss the Bible in a small setting?  

Beginning on March 5th a new Friday small group led by Kevin Jackson will be 

starting.    This group meets every other Friday evening  @ 6:30 at Aaron & Alison 

Hollis’ home located in Lancaster.  For more information contact Kevin Jackson @ 

625-1386. 

 

For other group location and times, check the Small Group board located in the church foyer 

 or contact Pastor Bill @ 572-5488. 


